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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
October 2, 2013.

I hereby appoint the Honorable GLEN
THOMPSON to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2013, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes each, but in no event shall
debate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

———————

THE REAL WORLD OF OBAMACARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday the President charged that the
government shutdown is the result of
an ‘‘ideological crusade to deny afford-
able health insurance to millions of
Americans.” I would beg the President
to read his correspondence and listen
to the millions of Americans who are
losing their affordable health insur-
ance as a result of ObamaCare, who are
seeing their health care premiums sky-

rocket or their hours cut back at work
or who are losing their jobs or the
health plans they liked and that he
promised they could keep.

Here’s a sampling of the emails and
letters I've received last week from
people who have come face to face with
the ugly reality of ObamaCare. A
woman from El Dorado County, Cali-
fornia, writes:

Last month, I received a letter from the
human resources manager at my place of em-
ployment that states I am going to receive a
23 percent pay cut as a result of ObamaCare.
They say they are required by the employer
mandate to provide insurance for every em-
ployee or face a fine. My 23 percent pay cut
is equal to $22,000 and will financially dev-
astate my family, as I am the primary in-
come of our family. I tried to explain that I
already have insurance through my hus-
band’s employer and Blue Cross/Blue Shield
and I do not need another policy. However,
they said ObamaCare does not have an op-
tion for married employees who are paying
for coverage through their spouse’s em-
ployer. I even offered to pay the $2,000 em-
ployer fine instead of being subject to the
$22,000 pay cut, but they said that is not an
option.

A man from the town of Pioneer,
California, writes:

I received a letter from my insurance car-
rier that, as of the end of this year, they will
drop all individual plans in our State be-
cause of ObamaCare.

A woman from Markleeville writes:

ObamaCare is already affecting me in my
ability to obtain diabetic testing supplies.
Please at least defund it; better yet, repeal
it. And then go to work on real reforms that
are necessary.

A man from Sonora writes:

I have just received my projected health
care cost for this coming year through Kai-
ser. The premium will be increasing by 43.8
percent. Health care is becoming increas-
ingly unaffordable. The current health care,
fuel, and power cost is destroying our econ-
omy. Wages are going down, and the cost of
living is rising. If the current trend is not re-
versed, our country and all in it are looking
at financial and economic ruin.

A man from Amador County, who is
in the durable medical equipment busi-
ness, writes:

Obama has already killed our industry, and
soon your telephone is going to be ringing off
the hook with disgruntled patients that can-
not get product.

A woman from Nevada City writes:

Please repeal ObamaCare. The health in-
surance for our family this year went up
more than $450 each month. It’s not possible
for middle class citizens to pay that.

From Farmington, California, a
woman writes:

I have worked in the health care industry
as a registered nurse for over 25 years and
have already seen its negative impact in the
hospital just in preparing to begin working
with it. Also, my husband and I have noticed
the increasing of prices in our own private
health care charges.

A woman from Granite Bay writes:

As a result of ObamaCare, our health in-
surance costs have tripled . . . our copay has
doubled, and the deductible has also gone up.
Also, my primary doctor retired, the next
one closed his practice, and my present doc-
tor will close her practice if ObamaCare is
not repealed.

A man from Rocklin writes:

As a result of this legislation, my health
insurance cost through my employer has
nearly tripled. Combined with anemic eco-
nomic growth—resulting in 1 percent pay
raise per year since 2009 and bonus cut by
two-thirds—increased taxes, et al, I have ef-
fectively had severe pay cuts. And most of
my coworkers as well. The ACA is a burden
on me, my family, my community, and our
future.

From Auburn, California, a woman
writes:

I did some shopping at Save Mart in Au-
burn today and talked to a woman who
works there. She said the store is cutting
back everyone’s hours to 20 hours per week.
I asked if it was because of ObamaCare, and
she said yes. This is happening all over the
country, and it’s outrageous.

Mr. Speaker, I'm sure that the Presi-
dent and our Democratic colleagues are
hearing these same complaints. I won-
der: Why aren’t they listening?
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ISN'T IT TIME TO END THE
REPUBLICAN SHUTDOWN?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
this is day two of the Republican shut-
down, holding America hostage. The
stated objective of their fury is what
they feel to be the ‘‘unconstitutional”’
Affordable Care Act that will wreck
the economy and destroy health care in
America.

They harbor these feelings and will
not relent until the law is defunded,
even if it means shutting down the gov-
ernment, denying people essential serv-
ices, furloughing Federal employees,
and raising the specter of default on
our national debt. This is despite the
fact that the health care bill passed 3
years ago. It was declared constitu-
tional by the United States Supreme
Court and was argued extensively in
the 2012 elections, which the Repub-
licans lost.

We’ve now seen the first day of the
Affordable Care Act, already about 10
million visits to the Web site, phone
lines jammed, hundreds of thousands of
Americans—doctors, nurses, people in
hospitals, insurance companies—in-
volved in making the biggest advance
in health care since Medicare 50 years
ago.

Are the Republicans afraid that the
program will succeed, that Americans
will see that this effort to help 40 to 50
million Americans with low income or
people with preexisting conditions will
actually get help?

Republicans, in any event, should not
pull the rug out from underneath the
people who could benefit from the law
or the hundreds of thousands of people
who have made significant investments
and are working to improve the deliv-
ery of health care in America at great
effort and expense for themselves.

According to the independent Con-
gressional Budget Office, this is going
to provide more access at less cost and
lead to a deficit reduction on the order
of $1 trillion over the next 20 years. In
fact, the Republicans in the House of
Representatives have taken $500 billion
of these savings from the Affordable
Care Act and stuffed it in their budget
to make it appear that it’s more afford-
able.

If they were serious and not cynical,
they would remove the money from
their budget that’s attributed to the
bill they’re working so hard to defund.
While they’re at it, if they’re serious
and not cynical, they would have a
conference committee on the budget.

Wasn’t it interesting, the 11th hour
Hail Mary proposal late Saturday night
to have a conference committee on the
continuing resolution despite the fact
that there was nothing to conference—
it was defund ObamaCare or nothing.

But if House Republicans really
think conference committees are such
a good idea, why don’t we have a con-
ference committee on the budget? The
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Senate has been waiting for the House
Republican leadership for 6 months to
approve conferees so we can see if we
can reconcile some of these differences.

If my friends were serious and not
cynical about saving money, they
would bring their own spending bills to
the floor. Remember, it’s been over 2
months since they abruptly stopped
the appropriations process with the
Treasury-HUD bill still in limbo, just
walked off the floor halfway through
the debate. The remaining eight spend-
ing bills appear to be so bad under the
Ryan budget, which uses those evil
ObamaCare savings, that their own
Members don’t even seem to want to
vote for them.

Finally, if they are serious and not
cynical, they should absolutely take
the debt ceiling blackmail off the
table. There’s no reason to threaten to
destabilize not just our economy, but
the global economy, by pretending for 1
minute that America won’t pay its
bills. We will. But to threaten we
would do otherwise invites chaos.

This is day two of the Affordable
Care Act. The sun came up in the East.
No one was forced to go to the post of-
fice for their prostate exam. No women
had to go to the airport screeners for a
mammogram. No doctors have been ar-
rested or hospitals shut down. What did
happen is people are getting better in-
surance with more choices at more af-
fordable rates. I even bet that the sun
sets in the West tonight.

Isn’t it time to end the Republican
shutdown?

———

VA FUNDING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS) for 1 minute.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, last
night House Republicans once again
showed up and took action to stop the
bleeding of HARRY REID’s government
shutdown. President Obama has al-
ready bullied the House by threatening
to veto these important bills to protect
our Nation’s veterans, Kkeep D.C.
schools and services open, and preserve
and reopen our national parks.

By voting against these bills, House
Democrats turned their backs on the
Nation’s veterans. It’s reprehensible to
sit back and watch our veterans suffer.
The Honoring Our Promise to Amer-
ica’s Veterans Act would ensure vital
funding for disability compensation,
pensions, the GI Bill, and other critical
benefits that are threatened by HARRY
REID’s shutdown.

Today we will give the Democrats an-
other chance to vote in favor of vet-
erans. This is not a partisan issue, it’s
an American issue, and we must pass
this legislation today. House Repub-
licans are here. We’re ready to nego-
tiate. Mr. Speaker, I would suggest
that the President should cancel his
trip to Asia and come negotiate with
us.

Simply put, in God we trust.
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BIPARTISAN IMMIGRATION
REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. GUTIERREZ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, we’ve
all heard that later today an immigra-
tion bill will be introduced in the
House of Representatives in order to
keep the issue moving forward.

I plan to sign on to that bill. As I un-
derstand it, it will combine elements of
the Senate’s bipartisan compromise
bill with a bipartisan House border se-
curity bill. I am going to sign on be-
cause I want to stand with 200 of my
Democratic colleagues and assert that
the Democratic Party is ready to move
forward on immigration reform. The
bill that Democrats will put forward is
not a perfect bill. It is the product of
negotiations, compromise, and biparti-
sanship.

Having spent many long hours work-
ing with Ted Kennedy, JOHN MCCAIN,
Jim Kolbe, and JEFF FLAKE on bipar-
tisan bills in 2004, 2005, 2006, and 2007, I
know that you never get everything
you want when you engage in genuine
bipartisan efforts; but these days, with
our sharply divided politics, bipartisan-
ship is the only way you get anything
done. The American people are sick of
the U.S. Congress because we are to-
tally divided and can’t seem to come
together, even to keep our government
open.

Yesterday, Puerto Rican Korea war
veterans and Mississippi and Iowa vet-
erans of World War II had to break
down barricades to visit the monu-
ments on The National Mall that cele-
brate their sacrifice and honor. It
should have never had to come to this.

And on immigration, I still think we
have a chance to work together and get
something done. It’s really rare that
the AFL-CIO and the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce agree on anything. But you
know what? They came to agreement
to move immigration reform forward.
The largest growers actually worked
out an agreement to move forward on
immigration reform with the union
founded by Cesar Chavez that’s been
fighting for them for 40 years.

The New York Times and The Wall
Street Journal editorial pages rep-
resent different ends of the political
spectrum, but their editorials calling
for Congress to address immigration
reform are so similar, they could prac-
tically be accused of plagiarism.
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And I've talked with many of my Re-
publican colleagues. They too under-
stand that our current legal immigra-
tion system is broken. Many of them
understand that creating ways for peo-
ple to come legally is necessary to
spark our economy, reunite families
and maintain our values in the United
States.

They understand that the path to law
and order is to have a functioning,
legal immigration system that allows
people to come with a visa and not a
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smuggler. Many of my Republican col-
leagues understand that we cannot se-
cure the border unless we secure and
combine border security with a legal
avenue for people to come here.

And they understand that we cannot
establish law and order without getting
the millions of people here into the
system, on the books, paying taxes,
and legitimize their stay in the United
States, including citizenship for those
who choose to embrace this country,
just as every wave of previous immi-
grants have had that choice.

Many of my Republican colleagues
realize that the best way, politically
and practically, to achieve a full imple-
mentation of things like E-Verify and
an entry/exit visa system, the only way
to effectively enforce our law is to
allow for legal immigration. We can
and must do the legalization, the bor-
der security, and all of the enforcement
together.

With the introduction of a bill, you
will see the unity and commitment of
my party, the Democratic Party. But I
believe it is only after we emerge from
this very dark tunnel of partisanship
and budget bitterness that we can find
a way for leaders in both parties to
move forward, work together and get
the Speaker to give us a vote.

But the clock is ticking. Two million
people will have been deported by this
administration, a Democratic adminis-
tration, by President Barack Obama,
sometime in October. Believe me, the
deportation machine does not pause for
a government shutdown.

This Saturday, October 5, in 163 cit-
ies there will be marches and dem-
onstrations and activities to push this
Congress, and especially the Repub-
lican leadership, to allow a vote on im-
migration reform.

I will march in Chicago, meet with
evangelical leaders, and join can-
vassers fanning out across congres-
sional districts on Saturday.

And then, on Tuesday, October 8, I
invite all my colleagues to join the
tens of thousands of Americans, immi-
grants, supporters, citizens, for a con-
cert and a rally to make sure this
Chamber knows the truth, and that is
that the persistent and consistent pres-
sure to pass an immigration bill in red
States, blue States, purple States has
not subsided and is stronger than ever.

I ask you all to come and join me and
our immigrant community from across
this Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I will show you the
faces of families who want this Con-
gress to put aside our party differences
and to act for the families of America,
for the millions of American citizens
that need a fair and just immigration
system.

Come and join us in your city on Oc-
tober 5 and, if not, come and join us
here in the Capitol of the United States
on October 8. The people will be speak-
ing.
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CR VS. APPROPRIATIONS BILL VS.
DOD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. BROOKS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, the Federal Government is shut
down, thereby damaging America’s
economy generally, and the Tennessee
Valley’s economy in particular, where
thousands of defense and NASA and
other Federal Government employees
have been furloughed because the
President, in his discretion, designated
them non-essential.

I hope my remarks add clarity about
the shutdown, its cause, and the efforts
to fund the government.

City, county and State governments
across America pass one bill, called a
budget, that funds services for their
fiscal years.

In contrast, Washington uses a three-
step spending process. First, Wash-
ington should pass a bill that is called
a budget, yet, does not, in fact, spend a
dime. Rather, in Washington, the word
budget is more like a game plan. It is
much like a football coach’s playbook.
It lists the team’s plays but does not,
in and of itself, gain a single yard.

Second, Washington should pass au-
thorization bills that describe the pro-
grams the Federal Government is to
operate. For example, the NASA au-
thorization bill authorizes NASA to
work on the Space Launch System so
that America can have a human space
flight program. Like budgets, author-
ization bills spend no money.

Third, Washington must pass appro-
priation bills to actually spend money
on the programs authorized. If Con-
gress fails to pass appropriation bills,
then Congress uses continuing resolu-
tions as crutches for our failure.

There are 12 appropriation bills that,
collectively, fund the Federal Govern-
ment. So far this year, the House,
months ago, passed appropriation bills
for national defense, energy and water,
homeland security, military construc-
tion, and veterans affairs.

If the Senate passes these appropria-
tion bills, then each of these Federal
programs are fully funded and exempt
from the Federal Government shut-
down. That’s correct: exempt from the
shutdown.

Unfortunately, the Senate inexpli-
cably refuses to vote on any of the 12
appropriation bills. Senate intran-
sigence is why we are here today debat-
ing a continuing resolution to tempo-
rarily fund the Federal Government.

For emphasis, continuing resolutions
are the worst way to fund the Federal
Government. By definition, continuing
resolutions are for a short period.

Speaker BOEHNER’s CR is for 2%
months. Senate Majority Leader
HARRY REID’s CR is for even less, 1%
months.

Each CR kicks the can down the road
and forces America to quickly face yet
another shutdown risk. Each CR means
Federal agencies cannot plan long-
term, and contracting officers are re-
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stricted in their ability to let contracts
for services and goods provided by the
private sector to the Federal Govern-
ment and American citizens.

Generally speaking, continuing reso-
lutions fund at prior-year spending lev-
els, which means spending does not
change to reflect changing priorities,
circumstances and challenges.

In sum, continuing resolutions are
inherently inefficient, waste tax dol-
lars, and retard proper Federal govern-
ment operation.

Hence, I have historically voted
against less-than-year-end continuing
resolutions in hopes of forcing Con-
gress to do the compromising nec-
essary to pass authorization and appro-
priations bills. This work will not be
done so long as the continuing resolu-
tion crutch protects Congress from
failure.

Which brings us to today. The Sen-
ate, White House and Congress agree
on roughly 99 percent of the appropria-
tion bills. Let me emphasize that. The
Senate, White House and Congress
agree on roughly 99 percent of the ap-
propriation bills.

The solution, therefore, to our im-
passe is simple. Congress and the White
House should fully fund the 99 percent
we agree on, end the government shut-
down, and work out our differences on
the remaining 1 percent.

Instead, the Senate and White House
use a Federal Government shutdown to
coerce the House of Representatives
into spending money America does not
have on a socialized medicine program
that does not work and that a majority
of Americans do not want.

Yesterday, I spoke with House lead-
ership, and I urged them to pass bills
that, one at a time, fund the 99 percent
of the Federal Government that we
agree on. I thank the House leadership
for doing exactly that yesterday and
today. Each bill we pass exempts yet
another part of the Federal govern-
ment from the shutdown.

I urge my friends across the aisle to
stop using the 99 percent as a hostage,
to stop punishing citizens across Amer-
ica in their effort to coerce the House
of Representatives into funding the 1
percent we have a legitimate disagree-
ment on.

I urge my friends across the aisle to
join us, to join America, to com-
promise, yes, to compromise, and pass
as many funding bills as we can to min-
imize and eliminate the harmful effects
of a Federal Government shutdown.

——————

THE TIME HAS COME FOR REASON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, the time
has come for reason. No longer can we
afford to allow a small segment of this
Congress to drive the debate. It’s not
just the tail wagging the dog, it is the
tip of the dog’s tail wagging the entire
body politic.
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The time has come for those in the
middle to come together and take back
the wheel from those intent on crash-
ing this Congress into a ditch.

As I stand here today, the govern-
ment of the United States is shuttered,
shut down by nothing more than
brinksmanship.

Small business loans are not being
processed. The Centers for Disease Con-
trol flu prevention program is being
halted, and the National Institutes of
Health is no longer accepting kids into
a cancer research program. Some food
safety operations have ceased, and
cleanup at 600 toxic waste sites has
been suspended.

It wasn’t always this way though.
There was a time when we had regular
order. There was a time when budgets
were proposed, funding levels and pri-
orities were debated, differences were
hashed out, and bills were passed to
fund the government.

And even when regular order broke
down, we were always able to at least
pass a continuing resolution to con-
tinue funding the government. Not this
time.

This time, an effort to repeal a law
that was passed by both houses, signed
by the President, approved by the Su-
preme Court, has shanghaied all Fed-
eral spending.

Many across the aisle acknowledge
how harmful and irresponsible such a
plan is. Senator MCCAIN said, “‘In the
United States Senate, we will not re-
peal or defund ObamaCare. And to
think we can is not rational.”

Budget Chairman PAUL RYAN said,
“We have to stay on the right side of
public opinion. Shutting down the gov-
ernment puts us on the wrong side.”

My colleague, Senator KIRK said,
“Let’s not shut down the government
just because you don’t get everything
you want.”

The list goes on and on. Chris
Christie, Mitt Romney, Bruce Josten of
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, and
many more all oppose efforts to shut
the Federal Government. Yet, we con-
tinue down this dangerous path.

When I first came to this Congress,
Congressman KIRK, now Senator KIRK,
told me that everything that gets done
here gets done in the middle. Now is
the time for the reasonable middle to
come together and reject the strategy
that says, “If I can’t win, I'll just kick
the ball in the woods.”’

Sorry, Seth.

Not only is shutting down the gov-
ernment harmful to my constituents,
businesses, and the economy, it doesn’t
solve the problem. It doesn’t address
the budget deficit.

If we really want to get our fiscal
house in order, let’s fund the govern-
ment and bring back a balanced, big,
bipartisan deficit deal to the floor. We
did it before and we can do it again.

I, along with only 37 colleagues,
voted for the Cooper-LaTourette budg-
et, which mirrored the bipartisan
Simpson-Bowles plan.

Where were those so concerned with
the debt then?
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If the fiscal watchdogs on the other
side of the aisle really want to solve
our budget woes, let’s get together on a
big budget deal, and let’s do it now, be-
cause every day we waste in this use-
less limbo land is one less day we have
to address the very real and very harm-
ful problems facing this country.

We have got to pass comprehensive
immigration reform, a farm bill, an in-
frastructure funding bill, a reauthor-
ization of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act, reasonable gun
reforms, tax reform, and numerous
other much-needed legislation.

But without doing the basic work of
Congress, like passing a budget, we
can’t address the real issues facing us.
As long as we continue to look in the
rearview mirror at a law passed 3 years
ago, approved by the Supreme Court,
we will fail to navigate the real obsta-
cles before us.

We need to keep our eyes on the road,
and come together to solve the real
challenges that lie ahead.

———

WHEN YOU THINK YOU'VE SEEN IT
ALL, STICK AROUND FOR AN-
OTHER DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MicA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, and my col-
leagues, when you think you’ve seen it
all, just stick around here for another
day.

Yesterday, one of the most appalling
events I’'ve seen in our Nation’s Capital
was the closing of the World War IT Me-
morial, putting up barriers to stop our
veterans from accessing that open
space area.

How offensive could you be?

How much more pain do you want to
inflict on the American people?

Now, here is the group that closed
the White House. This President closed
the White House and said he didn’t
have money to open it to the public.

I would suggest, first of all, maybe
we need to get a new parks director
and fire those folks, or furlough those
folks that can’t leave public spaces and
memorials open to the public. What an
offense.

When I thought that was offensive
yvesterday morning, I came to the
House last night and saw, again, an-
other horrible offense. We passed, Re-
publicans passed a measure to make
certain that our military were paid and
our servicemen and -women in harm’s
way were taken care of financially. We
saw, also, the need, afterwards to help
our veterans.

And last night, in one of the most of-
fensive actions of the House, the other
side of the aisle turned down an oppor-
tunity to keep our veterans whole.

How offensive could you be?

But they want to inflict pain.

I'm telling you, folks, I've been
around here a long time. I've never
seen an operation like this. The chief
of staff in the U.S. Senate—Ronald
Reagan would pick up the phone, he
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would even call me, as a chief of staff,
to get things going in the Senate, talk
about things.

He called the Senators. He would
work with Representatives. He would
bring them in and have communica-
tion.

Even Bill Clinton, after I voted to
impeach him, would work with you to
get things done, and we got things
done.

We had a shutdown then. This isn’t
the end of the world. There were 17
shutdowns, and some good came out of
that shutdown. It was a horrible thing.
We don’t need to repeat them. We don’t
need to have this one.

But we did balance the budget. We
balanced the budget with a Republican
Congress working with a Democrat
President. There’s no need for this of-
fensive approach that’s being taken,
not working, not communicating.
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This can and should be resolved.
Members of Congress have that impor-
tant responsibility and can’t neglect it.

This is much more difficult than just
a temporary shutdown. We're talking
about a permanent shutdown of the
Federal Government. Do you think
having a few of the Federal services
eliminated or suspended temporarily is
tough?

In a few weeks, the government will
run out of money. Why? Because these
folks will talk to you about a budget.
They haven’t passed a budget since
2008. The only way we got the other
body—the Senate—to pass a budget
was to pass a bill to embarrass them
that said, no budget, no pay.

This is the group that had control of
the House, the Senate, and the White
House. They couldn’t even pass an FAA
bill. There were 20 extensions. A trans-
portation bill. They couldn’t pass a
budget, and here they’re criticizing us.

We came to work, and we worked
until 12:30 into Sunday morning. They
were absent without leave. The Senate
never even came to work on Sunday.
They came to work on Monday at 2
o’clock in the afternoon. And then they
rejected every offer. We offered three
times to compromise and then we said,
Let’s sit down. Yesterday we had a con-
ference. No one showed up. You have to
show up. The President has to be the
President. Let him take a little of this
Malaysia money—he’s not going to Ma-
laysia—and open the White House,
open the memorials to our veterans.
Use some of that money that he’s gam-
ing the system, trying to inflict pain
on our veterans and our citizens.

There is no reason for this. Good peo-
ple of good intention can come to-
gether, make this government work,
make it better, pay our bills, and be re-
sponsible and bring this out-of-control
spending under control and get our
government accountable and respon-
sible. That’s what the American people
want. They’re tired of the blame game.

Let’s get America going in a positive
direction. I know we can do it.
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WE NEED LEADERSHIP IN THE
HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. BERA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BERA of California. Mr. Speaker,
it’s day number two of a government
shutdown. The American public is
watching, and they’re not happy with
what they’re seeing.

Mr. Speaker, you are the leader of
this body, the House of Representa-
tives. You’re the Speaker of the House.
This is a House that’s made up of both
Democrats and Republicans. We need
leadership at this juncture; and, Mr.
Speaker, you are the one person who
can bring it, but you’re not showing
that leadership. You need to take
Democratic and Republican ideas and
help us move forward.

I'm here to work. I'm a freshman,
and I came here with the mandate to
get Washington working again, to get
people working again. That’s what I in-
tend to do. But, Mr. Speaker, you've
got to reach out to Democrats and in-
vite us in to bring our ideas forward.
You are the one person who can do it.

I talk to my colleagues on the Repub-
lican side, and I'll talk to the Repub-
licans right now. We want to get the
country moving forward, but we can
come up with the best ideas possible,
and there’s only one person who can
bring that legislation to the floor. Mr.
Speaker, that’s you. We need leader-
ship at this juncture, and the country
is watching. Enough with the Wash-
ington politics.

We hear that you may shut the gov-
ernment down to play more Wash-
ington politics for 17 days to tie this to
the faith and credit of the TUnited
States of America. You are the one per-
son who’s going to do that, Mr. Speak-
er. Don’t take us down that path. Too
many Americans are suffering.

We need leadership at this juncture,
Mr. Speaker. There is a clean funding
bill on your desk. Bring it to the floor.
Bring it to the floor and let us have a
chance to vote up or down. That’s reg-
ular order. Give us a chance. It will
keep government open for 6 or 10
weeks. But give us a chance to vote up
or down on that. If the Republicans
don’t like it, fine. They’re going to
vote against it. But give us a chance to
bring it to the floor. And it’s not a bill
that Democrats like, but we under-
stand it’ll keep the government open
and it’ll give us a chance to do what we
were elected to do—pass a real budget,
put a budget together.

Mr. Speaker, enough is enough with
the Washington politics. Now you’re
going to continue playing politics and
bring little pieces of legislation here
and there forward when what we need
is a big plan and leadership. Bring the
funding bill to the floor. Let’s continue
to pay our debt and let’s keep moving
forward, because people are hurting.

Mr. Speaker, I'm a doctor. The oath
I took has two critical elements. One is
to do good. Well, Mr. Speaker, right
now you are not doing any good. You
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are not doing the American public any
good. And to do no harm—the failure of
this body and you to bring this legisla-
tion to the floor for us to vote on is
doing irreparable able harm.

And as a doctor, do you know what’s
happening to the NIH? Do you know
that they have to turn patients away—
patients who have no place else to go?
This is their last-ditch effort to get in
there. That isn’t what we do in Amer-
ica.

Mr. Speaker, you’re the one person
who can bring this legislation to the
floor—and do it.

As a doctor, do you know what’s hap-
pening in the CDC? We’re about to
enter flu season. God forbid we have an
epidemic of anything. They’re laying
off almost 70 percent of their staff.
This is putting America in harm’s way.

Mr. Speaker, do what my oath says
as a doctor: do good and do no harm.
Right now, you are doing the exact op-
posite.

Let’s get Washington working again,
and let’s put the American people first.
We the people. This is the United
States of America, united. That means
we’ve got to come together as a coun-
try and put the people first.

Mr. Speaker, the American public is
watching you.

———
THE SENATE MUST ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
Mica). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMP-
SON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, this morning, one of my
colleagues across the aisle said—very
accurately—in quoting another elected
official, that everything that gets
done, gets done in the middle. I happen
to believe that the only type of legisla-
tion that really passes and lasts is that
which is done in a bipartisan way.
That’s why I commit in every bill that
I author and I work on to reach across
the aisle and find a friend to be the
lead coauthor, and we build support on
both sides of the aisle.

But, Mr. Speaker, based on the com-
ments of my colleague and my own per-
sonal beliefs, I believe that’s why this
health care law is so flawed and has so
many flaws in it, because it was not
done in that spirit. It did not honor
that principle. It was done unilater-
ally, in the most partisan way, and
shoved upon the American people.

It is publicly acknowledged that it
has flaws. The majority of Americans
are demanding fixes of the publicly ac-
knowledged flaws in the health care
law—flaws that are acknowledged by
Republicans and Democrats alike.

So instead of protecting perhaps the
President’s legacy, it’s time to come
together. Republicans are only seeking
commonsense fixes to decrease costs
and increase access, and fixes that are
bipartisan and common sense.

Last night, I was very disappointed
on this House floor. I voted to protect
our veterans and to protect the citizens
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of the District of Columbia. Last night,
we had a bill that would just allow
them to use their own money—money
that they pay in taxes to the munici-
pality that they contribute through
the parking meters and the fines and
the fees that they pay and just be able
to use their own money, and also be
able to open our monuments and our
parks to the American tourists. And
our American heroes, our honor flights,
are coming in each and every day,
World War II, part of that Greatest
Generation.

And yet it was defeated by votes
from my colleagues on the other side of
the aisle for political purposes; and I
know politics within the Beltway, but
those were bipartisan solutions to help
key individuals.

Mr. Speaker, it’s troubling that the
Senate leader has prevented consider-
ation of even the most commonsense
changes to the President’s health care
law, including one that has bipartisan
support and previously passed his own
Chamber. Lawmakers on both sides of
the aisle—in both parties—already
have overwhelmingly rejected the med-
ical device tax.

Last year, 37 House Democrats voted
with all Republicans to repeal the tax,
with a large bipartisan majority of 270-
146. In March, the Democratic-led Sen-
ate voted 79-20 to repeal the tax.

The Senators from my own home
State of Pennsylvania—one Democrat,
Senator BOB CASEY, and one Repub-
lican, Senator PAT TOOMEY—supported
the bill. In fact, Senator CASEY was its
chief author and sponsor.

The medical device tax repeal was
part of the House continuing resolu-
tion. It was blocked was consideration
by Leader REID. For the past 2 weeks,
the House has worked to fund the gov-
ernment, prevent a shutdown, and pro-
tect the American people from the
President’s health care law. The Sen-
ate has decided to drag its feet and re-
ject these reasonable proposals.

There is an appropriate way to con-
duct budget negotiations, and that is
through the normal procedure of ap-
pointing a conference committee—
that’s appointing negotiators, Repub-
licans and Democrats alike, from both
the House and the Senate—to get to
the table and sit down and work out
our differences. That is elementary
civics. Unfortunately, the Senate lead-
er has prevented regular order from
proceeding.

Mr. Speaker, I was elected to rep-
resent my constituents and reform gov-
ernment, and I will continue fighting
on their behalf. Congress must act now
to end this shutdown and get to work
on the many challenges facing this
great Nation.

———

DAY TWO OF THE GOVERNMENT
SHUTDOWN
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for 5
minutes.
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Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, today
is day two of the Republican govern-
ment shutdown. It is day two of the Re-
publicans throwing a temper tantrum
because they don’t have the votes to
overturn the Affordable Care Act. They
have chosen to hold the Federal Gov-
ernment hostage in order to placate a
small, reckless, extreme faction of
their conference. It’s shameful and it
needs to stop.

Already, National Parks are closed,
Head Start facilities are beginning to
close, and paychecks to Federal em-
ployees could be delayed. And if closing
Head Start facilities wasn’t bad
enough, shutting the government down
could cause great harm to pregnant
women, infants, and children.

That’s right, Mr. Speaker. Pregnant
women, infants, and children will begin
feeling the impacts of this Republican
shutdown as funding for the WIC pro-
gram begins to lapse. There are nearly
9 million pregnant and breastfeeding
women, infants, and children on WIC.
Nine million low-income people receive
healthy food and nutrition education
from this important and vital program.

WIC is a critical program that pro-
vides food and nutrition counseling for
low-income pregnant and breastfeeding
women, as well as newborns and in-
fants. It is a key program that helps
pregnant and breastfeeding women
stay healthy through proper nutrition
and actually helps prevent many
health issues associated with nonnutri-
tious meals.

In about a week, funding for WIC will
dry up. Funding for food and nutrition
education for low-income women and
their children will be eliminated. Some
States will see their funds dry up right
away; and some, like Massachusetts,
have budgeted in a way that will allow
them to patch funds together to pre-
vent major shortfalls only for a couple
of weeks.

I come to this floor week after week
to talk about how we can end hunger
now. A few weeks ago, this House of
Representatives cut SNAP, formerly
known as food stamps, by $39 billion.
Year after year, Budget Committee
Chairman PAUL RYAN tries to block
grant SNAP, a $130 billion cut in the
program. And a few years ago, the Ag-
riculture Appropriations Sub-
committee, chaired then by the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. KINGSTON),
attempted to cut WIC by hundreds of
millions of dollars.

There’s a pattern here of trying to
balance the budget on the backs of the
poor, on the backs of the hungry.
There’s a pattern here of saying to peo-
ple who are struggling to make ends
meet that they just don’t matter.

The Republicans, who are forcing
this government shutdown—those Re-
publicans who are cheering on a gov-
ernment shutdown like cheerleaders at
a pep rally—are inflicting real damage
on real Americans. And those on the
front lines are, unfortunately, poor
women and their children.

We’re not going to end hunger now by
painting a target on their backs and
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using them to balance our budgets. In-
come disparity is currently at its
greatest gap since the Great Depres-
sion. Hunger is not getting any better
in this country. Yet the Republicans in
the House think it’s okay to take food
away from hungry people, including
veterans and kids, just because they
don’t like those programs.

The cut in food stamps that we de-
bated and voted on a couple of weeks
ago would throw 170,000 of our veterans
off the program—men and women who
have served our country in battle.
They’ll be cut from the program.

What they are doing is wrong. It
takes my breath away, Mr. Speaker.

Ending hunger requires real leader-
ship and not letting some right-wing
zealots eviscerate the Federal budget
so that the hungry in America don’t
have the ability to put food on their ta-
bles. What is happening here is cold. It
is heartless. It is unconscionable.

We should be working to end hunger
now instead of shutting down the Fed-
eral Government. The low-income
women, infants, and children of this
country deserve a hell of a lot better
than they’re getting from this Repub-
lican-led House of Representatives.

0 1045
AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). The Chair
recognizes the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. HoLT) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, the health
care marketplaces are finally open.
The only complaint is that people are
so0 eager to learn more about their op-
tions and to sign up that too many peo-
ple logged on yesterday.

Now, to hear my colleagues from
across the aisle describe this day, you
might expect to look out the window
and witness the beginning of, as
“Ghostbusters’ once put it, 40 years of
darkness—earthquakes, volcanos, the
dead rising from the grave, dogs and
cats living together, mass hysteria.
Perhaps these warnings were over-
blown.

The start of the Affordable Care Act
resulted in exactly zero people locked
out of their offices with their pay-
checks on hold. By contrast, the Re-
publican shutdown has furloughed
800,000 Federal employees.

Exactly zero people yesterday were
deprived of their annual flu shots be-
cause of the Affordable Care Act. In
fact, ObamaCare has made preventive
care for things like vaccines free, with-
out copay, to insured patients nation-
wide. By contrast, the Republican
shutdown has forced the CDC to halt
its annual seasonal influenza program,
just as flu season is getting underway.

Because of the Affordable Care Act,
exactly zero infants yesterday were de-
prived of healthy food and nutrition in-
formation. By contrast, the Republican
shutdown has put at risk the entire
Women, Infants, and Children program,
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which provides some 9 million Ameri-
cans with the support they need to feed
their children.

The Republican shutdown has also
brought to a standstill critical life-
saving biomedical research being con-
ducted at the NIH and NSF. Exactly
zero people yesterday went untreated
because of the ACA for foodborne ill-
nesses. By contrast, the Republican
shutdown has forced the FDA to cease
many of its food safety operations.

The Affordable Care Act has not ush-
ered in an era of doom and gloom that
the Republicans promised. Instead, it
has offered hope and opportunity for
good health care coverage.

Here is the reality: The ACA is help-
ing my constituents who previously
found health insurance out of reach.
The access provided by ACA is long
overdue. Rather than seek delay, we
should be embracing it.

For years I've been hearing from peo-
ple like Nicole, from Lawrence, who
writes not about the fear of the ACA
but, rather, ‘‘the fear that the health
care of your family will bankrupt you
and that your lack of resources will
leave you and your loved ones vulner-
able to sickness and death.”

Now, I also hear optimism—opti-
mism—that comes from the options
that can now be found in the new mar-
ketplace. Just ask Mary, from Prince-
ton, who wrote me earlier this week:

Please do not allow the implementation of
ObamaCare to be delayed. I've been waiting
and waiting for a time when my adult chil-
dren would be able to afford health insur-
ance.

She goes on to say that the health
care marketplace has given her ‘‘the
opportunity to review plans with them
and to assist them to choose the best
plan.”

There is the single mother from
Scotch Plains who wrote me:

I am a registered Republican, and I am em-
barrassed by all that has been happening for
the last few days. The Tea Party and some
Republicans keep yelling that they’'re speak-
ing for the people. Well, they’re not speaking
for me or anyone I know.

ObamaCare must be given a chance. I have
been without coverage since my COBRA
ended 2 years ago. I was unable to get rea-
sonable coverage at a reasonable rate. I don’t
want charity; I'm not looking for a handout.
I want affordable health care. I've been pray-
ing I stay healthy. I'm patiently waiting for
the affordable care exchanges so that I can
finally try my luck there. Please, please
don’t let the Tea Party take this away from
me and so many others who need it.

Now, I wish my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle would accept
this as the good news that it is. I wish
they would accept that their stories of
doom and gloom for ObamaCare were
wrong. But instead, we’re learning that
the dire stories were not a prediction,
they were a threat.

The Tea Party, confronted with the
prospect of a duly passed law that has
been upheld by the Supreme Court,
have thrown a temper tantrum. They
have taken hostage the entire Federal
Government, and they have sabotaged
the process of self-government—all to
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prevent Americans from gaining access
to affordable health care.

Let’s make the health care law work
as well as possible. Let’s, together,
make our other government services—
necessary services—work as well as
possible.

————
REPUBLICAN SHUTDOWN AND ACA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker,
here we are, day two of the Republican
shutdown. The Tea Party extremists
are really achieving their goal of dis-
mantling government. Their shutdown
is step one.

It’s no secret that the Tea Party Re-
publicans came here not as public serv-
ants, but to destroy and decimate our
government. Now, millions of families,
children, seniors, Federal employees,
and our economy are paying the price.
The Republican refusal to back off
their extreme, ideological demands has
taken our country down a very dan-
gerous path that will surely push mil-
lions more into hunger and poverty.

In my congressional district and
throughout the State of California
families are already feeling the impact
of the Republican government shut-
down. The California Women, Infants,
and Children program is on the brink
of turning away low-income pregnant
women and new mothers if this shut-
down continues. How ruthless can you
get?

The California National Guard, the
largest in the Nation, is forced to fur-
lough technicians and aviation me-
chanics, even as the fire season is still
upon us. And throughout the State of
California, eighth graders, like my con-
stituents from Oakland who wrote to
me yesterday, are cancelling field trips
to national parks and monuments
which are closed to visitors. What are
they going to do now?

To add insult to injury, Republicans
have shut down the government be-
cause they are obsessed with destroy-
ing the Affordable Care Act, which is
the law of the land and which the Su-
preme Court upheld. Most Americans
continue to see how senseless and
wrong it is to shut down the govern-
ment because you want to deny health
care to millions. Two wrongs don’t
make a right.

Despite the Republican government
shutdown, health care exchanges estab-
lished under the Affordable Care Act
have successfully opened for enroll-
ment, and now millions of uninsured
Americans are just 3 months away
from having the health care coverage
they so desperately need.

California, the first State to commit
to establishing its own exchange,
launched the Covered California ex-
change. Covered California’s exchange
includes health care options for indi-
viduals and small businesses. In my
congressional district alone, there are
nearly 100,000 uninsured constituents,
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and the opening of the exchanges
means that they are one step closer to
health care coverage that can lit-
erally—mind you, literally—make the
difference between life and death.

Hostage taking really is a deplorable
tactic. Members of Congress are elect-
ed to make sure our government func-
tions. Time and time again, Democrats
have reached across the aisle to try to
negotiate a budget plan that is fair and
that ensures that the government pays
our bills on time. Yet, instead of work-
ing together to do our jobs, Repub-
licans continue to double down on the
Tea Party plan to destroy and deci-
mate our government.

Instead of working on a serious op-
tion to reopen the government, Repub-
licans’ latest strategy now—and this is
really cynical—is to exploit our vet-
erans and to exploit the people of the
District of Columbia by voting on
piecemeal bills that will not end im-
pacts of a shutdown that extend across
the country.

Mr. Speaker, of course we support
our veterans and of course we support
our national parks and of course we
support the District of Columbia to use
its locally raised funds, but let’s not
use them to score political points to
advance an ideological agenda.

How do Republicans vote this week
to allow the District to use its discre-
tion on 1local funds during a shut-
down—that they created—yet mnext
week block the same funds being used
for saving reproductive health care
services or badly needed needle ex-
change programs to fight HIV and
AIDS?

Again, this is so cynical and it is so
wrong. The American people deserve a
functioning government. This hostage
taking must end.

WORKING TO END GOVERNMENT
SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. MEADOWS) for 5
minutes.

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I come
here today just perplexed at what I see
unfolding here today. My colleague
just said that two wrongs don’t make a
right; and indeed, she is correct. But
today, this fight is really starting to
get to be more political and we’re not
focusing on the people.

Yesterday in this very Chamber, Mr.
Speaker, we put forth three different
bills, one that would pay our veterans
and make sure that those benefits con-
tinue to flow. And what did the Demo-
crats say? They said ‘‘no.” One would
open up our parks and monuments to
be that economic stimulus once again.
And what did the Democrats say? They
said ‘“‘no.” Then, even in the District of
Columbia, where we looked, Mr. Speak-
er, at truly putting forth and allowing
them to use some of their funds to pay
the teachers and do some of the oper-
ations—I can tell you, I don’t get any
votes from the District of Columbia.
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For me, that is not a politically expe-
dient thing to do, but it was the right
thing to do. So what did we do, Mr.
Speaker? We put forth a bill. Yet what
did the Democrats say? ‘“No.”

I am so troubled that what we are
seeing over and over again is this ban-
tering back and forth, and yet we are
willing to open up parts of the govern-
ment and continue to do that every
single day until we get everything re-
stored.

This is mnot about ObamaCare.
ObamaCare is mandatory spending.
This is about getting the government
back open in a responsible way. What
we’re doing is working very hard, try-
ing to work in a bipartisan way to do
that.

So, Mr. Speaker, I rise today to just
say that it is time that the Senate
comes back to the negotiating table
and starts to negotiate on behalf of the
American people that they represent.
We have a responsibility to our vet-
erans, to those that serve in the Re-
serves. So today, we will see more op-
portunities in this very Chamber to
fund those things that are precious,
near and dear to all of us. I humbly ask
my colleagues on the other side to join
us, in a bipartisan effort, to start
working for the American people and
representing them.

———

THE PRICE OF PARTISAN GAMES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Arizona (Mrs. KIRKPATRICK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK. Mr. Speaker,
partisan games have serious con-
sequences. One of the many con-
sequences is in my Arizona district
where the Grand Canyon National Park
is closed and our local economy is tak-
ing a direct hit.

Instead of acting responsibly and
funding the government with a clean
bill, on Monday night the House GOP
acted recklessly. The bill that they
passed Monday night was so weighted
down with partisan baggage that they
knew it would lead to a government
shutdown, and yet they chose this ap-
proach intentionally.

The price of these partisan games is
high and the American people are now
stuck with the tab. Some estimates
have the shutdown costing our Nation
about $300 million every day. In Ari-
zona and across the country, this hurts
our working families, small business
owners, veterans, and seniors. And this
hurts our tribal communities. I have 12
Native American tribes in my district.
All of these folks need and deserve to
have elected leaders working to help
them, not hurt them.

After what happened on Monday, we
must now do the urgent work of fund-
ing and reopening our government. But
instead, the House GOP is stalling with
more games, introducing piecemeal
bills that pick winners and losers for
funding. Last night, they tried to do it
with piecemeal bills for veterans and
for national parks.
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I will always fight for our veterans. I
am proud to serve them in my work on
the Veterans’ Affairs Committee. The
first piece of legislation I passed this
year will help our veterans who are
stuck in the VA backlog.

And I will always stand up for our na-
tional parks. I am grateful to live near
the Grand Canyon, a national treasure.
My district has many of these wonder-
ful destinations. I recently introduced
a bill that will protect and expand the
Casa Grande Ruins National Monument
in southern Arizona.

So my support for these issues is
clear. But the real way to support our
veterans and support our parks is to re-
open the government. And if piecemeal
is their solution, then what about mak-
ing sure Social Security offices are
open to help our seniors?
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What about making sure programs to
help women and children are up and
running? What about our Indian health
services, which serves the 12 tribes in
my district?

We need to restart everything and
protect our economy. Taking a piece-
meal approach to the shutdown is like
driving down a dead-end street. The
House GOP knows this, and yet they
refuse to allow a vote on a clean CR.

We are wasting precious time. Every
ounce of energy and urgency in Con-
gress should be directed toward reopen-
ing the government and protecting our
economy. Our local economies in Ari-
zona are taking a direct hit.

Yesterday, on day one of the shut-
down in my district, busloads of tour-
ists and hundreds of visitors were
turned away from the Grand Canyon
National Park. These folks waited a
year or more for their turn to go on a
river rafting trip in the canyon. There
were even folks whose weddings,
planned long ago, had to be scrapped
today.

The Grand Canyon National Park
generates more than $1.2 million a day
in visitor spending. That spending, like
the government, is now shut down.

I represent several other national
park attractions, including the Pet-
rified Forest National Park, the Grand
Canyon Ruins National Monument, and
the Montezuma Castle National Monu-
ment. These are some of Arizona’s
most important economic drivers. We
can’t afford to hang a ‘‘closed’ sign out
in front of these destinations. This
shutdown will devastate the small
communities in my district.

I call on my House colleagues to stop
the games and get to work to restart
government.

———
CONTINUING RESOLUTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. WOODALL) for 56 minutes.

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I have a
heavy heart about this issue, as I know
many of my colleagues do. In fact, I
haven’t bumped into one of the 432 of
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us who is enthusiastic about the situa-
tion that we are in.

I will tell you, Mr. Speaker, one of
the things that is most troubling to me
is the decision to define success as
passing a CR that the Senate is dic-
tating. I don’t say that because it is
the Senate. My constituency back
home doesn’t care about CRs. A CR is
a continuing resolution, as you know,
Mr. Speaker.

The only time—the only time—a con-
tinuing resolution comes to the floor of
this House is when the House has al-
ready failed to do the job it was sup-
posed to do. That is passing appropria-
tions bills, Mr. Speaker. That is appro-
priating through 12 different bills, one
step at a time, making those decisions
about spending priorities for the Na-
tion.

It is fascinating to me, Mr. Speaker,
because it has been years—years—since
this House has gone through that proc-
ess not through any fault of this House,
but because we have absolutely no ac-
tivity on the Senate side. Again, it
somehow is getting defined today as if
you do things ‘‘piecemeal’” that you
are somehow doing something wrong.
Again, that is regular order. Doing
things one bill at a time is normal.
That is what is supposed to happen.
You are supposed to make individual
decisions on individual bills.

Last year, the House passed seven
different appropriations bills, Mr.
Speaker, one step at a time the way
the government is supposed to be fund-
ed. The Senate passed one and, thus,
the process broke down. No appropria-
tions bills were passed. We have been
funding the government through these
continuing resolutions. Well, here we
are again: this year, Mr. Speaker, the
House has worked on five appropria-
tions bills; the Senate has passed
Zero—zero.

So we are here where we are today
because the Senate hasn’t been able to
move anything at all. It is with a
heavy heart that I hear my colleagues
say we could reopen services for vet-
erans, but we are not going to do it be-
cause we have a better plan that we
ought to do everything at once. If we
can’t help everybody, we don’t want to
help anybody.

I don’t believe that is actually the
sentiment of my friends on the other
side of the aisle. In fact, Mr. Speaker,
in June of this year, we came to-
gether—we came together—in this
House, only four votes against a Vet-
erans Affairs appropriations bill. Four
votes in this entire House of Represent-
atives voted ‘‘no.” Everyone else voted
‘“‘yes.” That bill, which fully funds all
of our veterans services, in fact, pluses
up the funding for our veterans serv-
ices not for 3 months, not for 3 weeks,
but for the entire fiscal year. We
passed that in June, Mr. Speaker, and
it sits in the Senate dusty today hav-
ing received no attention since June.

I don’t know about your constitu-
ents, Mr. Speaker, but my constituents
want us to get something done. They
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understand there are things that we
disagree about, but isn’t there more
that unites us than divides us? I tell
you that there is. I am absolutely cer-
tain that there is. If the only way we
can find it is to move one small piece
of legislation at a time, that may not
be the most efficient way to do it, but
if that gets the job done, let’s get the
job done.

Mr. Speaker, I am tired of excuses
and I am tired of the blame. The Rules
Committee is going to report out a rule
today that is going to bring these pro-
visions back to the House for an oppor-
tunity to open up those parks that my
colleague was talking about just a few
minutes ago, an opportunity to serve
our veterans, an opportunity to deal
with the important research at NIH,
and on and on.

Let’s find those things we agree on.
Let’s get something done. We can do it,
Mr. Speaker.

———
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. MORAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, this Re-
publican shutdown is an outrageous ab-
dication of Congress’ responsibility. It
didn’t need to be this way.

In fact, if the House leadership were
to call up a clean continuing resolution
appropriations bill today it would pass.
There are a sufficient number of votes
from both sides of the political aisle to
pass the measure. So far, however, the
House Republican leadership has re-
fused to do so, afraid of extremists
within its own caucus—the so-called
TED CRUZ Tea Party faction—whose de-
mand is to shut down the government
until the Affordable Care Act is either
repealed or delayed.

So the American people’s govern-
ment has shut down. Ninety percent of
the employees of the Environmental
Protection Agency have been fur-
loughed. Eighty-four percent of the em-
ployees of the Department of Interior
all over the country, but mostly in the
Western States, have all been fur-
loughed. Seventy percent of the em-
ployees of our essential intelligence
agencies have now been furloughed. Re-
cipients of the Women, Infants, and
Children program, the most vulnerable
mothers and children, have had their
livelihoods jeopardized. The National
Institutes of Health have had to turn
away 30 children with cancer from clin-
ical trials.

We in this House must end this shut-
down. This debate isn’t even about the
budget. The President and the Senate
have already agreed to trillions of dol-
lars of cuts set by the so-called Ryan
Republican budget even though this
draconian budget will endanger basic
government operations, it will
disinvest in our children’s future, and
it will trigger even more Federal em-
ployee furloughs and possible RIF's.

Rather, this shutdown is about a
measure that strengthens insurance
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coverage for the roughly 260 million
Americans who have insurance. It will
also eliminate preexisting conditions
and lifetime limits and makes health
insurance available and affordable to
roughly 40 million uninsured Ameri-
cans through State exchanges where
insurance companies compete to pro-
vide coverage, and through expansion
of the Medicaid program.

The Affordable Care Act is the law of
the land. It has been affirmed as con-
stitutional by the Republican-domi-
nated Supreme Court and by a 5 mil-
lion vote majority of the American
people with the defeat of the Presi-
dential candidate who promised to re-
peal it less than a year ago.

Regardless of where one may stand
on the issue of the Affordable Care
Act—aka ObamaCare—our Democratic
process for enacting laws and setting
policy should not be held hostage to
the threat of a government shutdown.
It sets a terrible precedent for the fu-
ture.

My Republican colleagues continue
to demand concessions with serious
long-term consequences in exchange
for funding a spending bill for just a
relatively few more days, another 45
days or so. They want long-term con-
cessions at their preferred inadequate
spending levels.

What unreasonable demands will be
made when this latest CR expires in 2
months or 1 month? These attempts to
overturn the democratic results of the
last election by threat-making and
hostage-taking must end now. We
should do our job, fund the govern-
ment, and we should remove the loom-
ing threat to the global economy in the
form of the expiration of the debt ceil-
ing, which will occur in just a couple of
weeks.

Not content with the economic de-
struction and hardship brought by
their government shutdown and their
refusal to let the Federal Government
play its historic role to stimulate a
strong economic recovery, House Re-
publicans continue to threaten the full
faith and credit of the United States.

As President Obama noted, if the ta-
bles were turned and you had a Repub-
lican President and a Democratic
Speaker, as you did during the Reagan
administration, neither Speaker
O’Neill nor the American people would
tolerate what is going on today.

In fact, that is the situation that we
have today—a broken Congress, a situ-
ation where the American people’s
voices aren’t heard or represented. It is
time for us to heed the American peo-
ple, to let the majority of this Congress
determine public policy.

Let’s stop the extremism. Let’s be re-
sponsible. Let’s pass this continuing
resolution clean and go on with the
business of the government.

———

10TH AMENDMENT OF THE
CONSTITUTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
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North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I know that
the American people are watching
what is happening in Washington these
days with a little more than a passing
interest. I am sure they wonder some-
times about where is the truth because
they hear folks on one side of the aisle
saying one thing and folks on the other
side of the aisle saying another thing.

When I talk to people at home, I do
my best to explain the situation in
Washington right now. I try to point
out the fact that we have deep philo-
sophical differences in this body and in
the Senate. We do have two parts of
our legislative branch of government—
the House and the Senate. The philo-
sophical differences are pretty strong
in both bodies.

They really stem from the beginning
of the country. Our Founders felt very
strongly—the majority of them,
though—that the Federal Government
should be weak. We, obviously, had just
come off of getting our independence
from Britain and we wanted to not
have a king and we wanted not to have
a strong central Government.

I think the Founders were right. The
Founders in the Constitution outlined
the duties of our respective branches of
government. They enumerated them.
People will talk about enumerated
powers. They made those powers very
few for the Federal Government. They
emphasized that with the 10th Amend-
ment. It said: If we didn’t tell the Fed-
eral Government to do this in the Con-
stitution, then we don’t want the Fed-
eral Government to do it. We leave
those responsibilities to the States and
to the individuals. We have gotten
along very well, we did get along very
well, following the Constitution for a
long time in this country.

Then we came about in the 1930s with
an era of great involvement by the
Federal Government—in my opinion
and in the opinion of many of my col-
leagues—overstepping its bounds by
getting involved in things that are not
mentioned in the Constitution.

Bring us forward to the 1960s, a pe-
riod of great activism in this country
when many more programs were begun,
but in the opinion of many of us, again,
had absolutely no place in the Federal
Government. We should not be doing
things like running the education of
this country out of the Federal Govern-
ment or running health care out of the
Federal Government.
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So what we have here is the result of
these deep philosophical differences,
and I want to say that that’s what is
playing out here. Those of us who are
opposed to the Federal Government’s
running health care in this country do
so not out of pettiness, not out of
meanness, not out of a lack of concern
for our fellow citizens, but because we
want to diminish the role of the Fed-
eral Government in our lives. We be-
lieve that, once you turn health care
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over to the Federal Government,
you’ve basically turned the lives of
citizens over to the Federal Govern-
ment, and that is not a good place to
be.

Our colleagues on the other side of
the aisle also act as though no act of
Congress has ever been repealed. My
goodness, we spend a good part of our
days here repealing bad legislation
that somehow or another got passed
before. So what we are doing and what
we have been doing for the last few
days is making every effort we can to
repeal or to delay what is called the Af-
fordable Health Care Act, which we are
finding out is absolutely not afford-
able. That’s what we have been doing,
but we have been unsuccessful. So we
are trying to keep the government
open. We have passed bill after bill
after bill out of the House to keep the
Federal Government open. We have
failed in doing that in a large way, so
we are working at doing it in minor
ways, by passing individual bills.
That’s what we are here to do today.

I just came out of the Rules Com-
mittee. We had these bills on the floor
yesterday—three of the five that we
are going to vote on today. Our col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
voted against paying our National
Guard even though the President sort
of quietly, Saturday night, signed a bill
to continue to pay our troops. That
was a bill the President said he’d never
sign and that he wouldn’t compromise,
that he wouldn’t negotiate. Yet, he did
that. Now we want to keep our na-
tional parks open; we want to pay our
National Guard and Reserve people; we
want to provide local funding for the
District of Columbia; and we want to
keep our promises to America’s vet-
erans.

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. JEFFRIES) for 56 minutes.

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
this institution after spending 6 years
in the New York State Legislature. It
was a very meaningful experience for
me, notwithstanding the fact that the
legislature in New York is sometimes
derided as one of the more dysfunc-
tional bodies in the country; but after
witnessing the last few days here in the
House of Representatives, it is clear to
me that there is no more dysfunctional
place in this country than the House of
Representatives under the current ma-
jority control.

This is a manufactured crisis that
has unnecessarily plunged us into a
painful government shutdown, a shut-
down that will harm the American peo-
ple. The House majority has placed
children in jeopardy—tens of thousands
shut out of the Head Start program.
The House majority has placed seniors
in jeopardy—unable to benefit from the
Meals on Wheels program, partially
funded by the Federal Government.
The House majority with this govern-
ment shutdown has placed expectant
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mothers in jeopardy and individuals
who are now unable to get the nutri-
tional assistance that might otherwise
be available. You have placed veterans
in jeopardy, Mr. Speaker. The House
majority has placed families in jeop-
ardy—more than 800,000 hardworking
civil servants cast out onto the streets,
with the uncertainty to determine
when they may be able to pay their
bills. The House majority with this
government shutdown has placed the
economy of the American people in
jeopardy.

Enough is enough.

I am trying to figure out who actu-
ally is in charge, Mr. Speaker. Are you
in control of your conference on the
other side of the aisle? Is it the Tea
Party that is in control of the House of
Representatives agenda? Is it outside
agitators or the junior Senator from
Texas who barks out orders on the
other side of the aisle, and then they’re
executed in lockstep by the extremists
here in the House of Representatives?
Mr. Speaker, who is in charge? Who is
responsible on your side of the aisle for
marching us down this dangerous path?

I have also been struggling in trying
to figure out why are you so angry
about the Affordable Care Act. What is
it that you are so upset about? Are you
angry about the fact that tens of mil-
lions of previously uninsured Ameri-
cans will have access to health care?
Are you upset about the fact that the
law will prevent discrimination against
individuals, including children with
preexisting conditions? Are you angry
about the fact that the Medicare part
D doughnut hole will be closed and
that seniors all across America will
have access to more robust prescrip-
tion drug coverage? Are you angry
about the fact that young people in a
difficult economy can stay on their
parents’ health insurance plans until
they are the age of 26?7 What exactly
are you upset about? Are you angry
about the fact that small businesses
will have access to tax credits—as
much as 35 percent—in order to insure
their employees in a manner that will
help these small businesses grow and
prosper?

Enough already.

The Affordable Care Act is the law of
the land. It was passed by a duly elect-
ed Congress in 2010 with the great lead-
ership of NANCY PELOSI and HARRY
REID. You have lost legislatively, Mr.
Speaker. The Affordable Care Act was
determined to be constitutional by the
Supreme Court of the United States of
America in an opinion written by Chief
Justice John Roberts, an individual
nominated by George W. Bush. You’ve
lost legally. Then the President of the
United States of America was reelected
last November in an electoral college
landslide. You have lost politically,
Mr. Speaker.

Enough already.

Why are we in this situation? I would
simply ask that we pass a clean CR and
get back to doing the business of the
American people.
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A REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. PITTENGER) for 5
minutes.

Mr. PITTENGER. We were elected to
be Representatives—to represent our
districts, to represent our constituents,
to listen, and to respond.

Mr. Speaker, I have been listening. I
have been listening to phone calls. I
have been reading emails. I have been
hearing what my constituents have to
say, and I can tell you that they are
deeply concerned. They are concerned
with the direction of our country. Yes,
they are concerned with a body that
can’t seem to come together, that can’t
seem to listen to each other. One of
them wrote me just today.

He said:

I have watched with great interest the on-
going debate between the House and the Sen-
ate regarding the new Federal health care
law. Quite frankly, I was of the opinion that
an absolute stand by House Republicans to
defund ObamaCare was an inappropriate step
as compared to less drastic measures . . .
However, in the mail today, we received a 92
percent proposed increase from Blue Cross-
Blue Shield for our current plan in 2014. The
explanation of the increase all boiled down
to the changes in the insurance market re-
quired as a result of the full implementation
of ObamaCare. You can easily understand
why we are astounded that this is the best
health care direction that our country can
embark upon.

I encourage you to take whatever opportu-
nities come your way to stop this disaster
that is looming. The financial impact on
people who are not a drain on the govern-
ment will be immense.

Here is another one, Mr. Speaker:

I just received a letter from Blue Cross in-
forming me that my current coverage has
been outlawed by ObamaCare and that the
premium for my family will increase by 400
percent if I switch to a legal coverage option.
This increase is over $9,000 a year . . . I don’t
care if you have to risk shutting down the
government or defaulting on the debt. It is
just postponing the inevitable default if
ObamacCare is allowed to exist.

Mr. Speaker, we are not here because
we want to shut down the government.
We have made every effort possible. We
have gone to great lengths—the extra
mile—to the other side to present to
them alternatives, to present to them
ways that we could come together and
agree. We had three proposals there on
the table. Now we have offered to go
and sit down and talk. That’s what our
body does. When we have disagree-
ments between the House and the Sen-
ate, our formal agreement is to meet
and we confer. We bring in negotiators.
We talk, and we try to reason this out.
We do this in our families, don’t we?
That’s what is done in this body in the
normal course of business.

However, in our efforts of trying to
bring resolution and sound reasoning
to this process, we can’t get a response.
They say, No, we don’t want to talk to
you. We don’t want to reason with you.
We don’t want to hear what your con-
stituents are saying. We don’t want to
hear the problems. We just want to
ram this through.

October 2, 2013

Where is that in a representative
government? Where is that in being re-
sponsive to the American people?

Mr. Speaker, if we really want good
policy—and I have to believe that my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
truly want good policy—then we need
to take politics out of this. We need to
take self-service out of this. We need to
come together like adults and sit down
and talk this through and come up
with a reasonable solution that would
bring the best outcome for the Amer-
ican people. That’s what our hope is.

We invite, still today, the leadership
of the Senate to come and sit down and
to conference with us—to negotiate
with us, to lay out their concerns and
their thoughts. Let’s be adults. Let’s
do the right thing for the American
people.

————

POLITICAL BRINKMANSHIP OVER
RESPONSIBLE COMPROMISE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Alabama (Ms. SEWELL) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I take to the floor with a heavy
heart, a heavy heart that is dis-
appointed, frustrated and, frankly, out-
raged by our government shutdown.

Once again, we have put partisan pol-
itics ahead of the needs of the Amer-
ican people; and as I stand before you
this morning, millions of Americans
are already suffering the consequences
at the hands of a dysfunctional Con-
gress. The legislative process that has
resulted in this shutdown reflects a ne-
glect of the responsibilities that we
were sent here to meet.

The House majority had a chance to
avert the government shutdown, but
chose political brinkmanship over re-
sponsible compromise. In order to
avoid the shutdown earlier this week,
the Senate sent the House a bill, a
compromise spending bill, which ac-
cepted the Republicans’ lower funding
levels. Instead of allowing a clean fund-
ing bill to come to this floor, the House
majority, once again, attached unrea-
sonable amendments which had no
hope of gaining bipartisan support.

Now House Republicans want to par-
tially open the Federal Government,
cherry-picking winners and losers. This
is no way to run a government. Think
about it: if we and all of the small busi-
nesses and big businesses out there
would run their institutions the way
we run this Congress, our economy
would be in shambles.
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I hate to play the blame game, Mr.
Speaker, but this government shut-
down is solely the responsibility and
the creation of House Republicans. We
have tried to compromise, but Repub-
licans time and time again have been
using America’s tax-paying money to
redebate again and again the Afford-
able Care Act.

People say that House Democrats,
the Senate, and the President should
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compromise on this. How do you ex-
tend a hand to a clenched fist? You
cannot compromise when the other
side is not willing to accept the fact
that the Affordable Care Act is the law
of the land. It has been debated. It has
been voted on. It has been found to be
constitutional. Let’s just get on with
the American people’s business.

I think that if we all ran our house-
holds and our businesses the way this
Congress is now functioning, simply
put, it would be unacceptable. We know
better. We know that it’s irresponsible
and reckless to make the American
people pay when we don’t get our way.
We were sent to Congress to represent
something bigger than ourselves. We
were sent to represent the American
people, all of the people, all Americans,
not just the privileged few.

We represent every military family
and every veteran, from the homeless
veteran in Birmingham, Alabama, to
those serving overseas right now. We
represent every child in this great
country of ours, from the child who
will eat free lunch today because of the
SNAP program, to the child here in
D.C. who is enrolled in the Head Start
program. All Americans. We were
elected to be representatives. We need
to start earning the title of being a
representative by representing all of
the people. It’s unacceptable that we
are in this Chamber while the rest of
government is shut down. It is unac-
ceptable.

Mr. Speaker, I urge that you bring to
this House floor a clean funding bill
unencumbered by unreasonable amend-
ments. Bring a clean funding bill to
this floor, and I guarantee you that
both Republicans and Democrats would
pass that bill and we would open back
up the Federal Government.

It’s important that we put our par-
tisan politics aside and truly start rep-
resenting the American people that
sent us here. Let’s be representative of
all the people.

————
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, 1
appreciate the opportunity to address
my colleagues today. Indeed, being in
the middle of a government shutdown
is something we did not want, and my
colleagues and I on our side of the aisle
continue to invite the Senate col-
leagues and their conferees to sit at
the table with us and negotiate. We
want to make certain that we work out
the issues of our Nation’s fiscal health.

We have to remember currently we’re
borrowing $2 billion, $3 billion a day to
keep the doors open. This is something
we cannot do. It is not fair. It is not
fair to future generations. It is not fair
to our children and grandchildren. It is
not fair to the small business people
who have dreams of building a busi-
ness, watching that business grow,
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watching those dreams come true. It is
not fair to the future of their families.
To our Senate colleagues, we do con-
tinue to ask them to join us and to ne-
gotiate these issues.

There’s a lot that’s been said about
ObamaCare, and some say, Well, it
doesn’t have anything to do with the
budget. You know what, Mr. Speaker?
It has everything to do with the budget
because of the amount of growth that
is taking place in this program. I think
we all remember that originally
ObamaCare was to be a health insur-
ance access program. Let’s give a path-
way for uninsured Americans to have
access to health insurance, a laudable
goal, something that there was agree-
ment on. Where it ran off the rails, if
you will, was in the projections of the
cost—far exceeding what anybody
thought it would be—when it began to
make $600 billion worth of cuts in
Medicare, taking money out of Medi-
care, money that the Federal Govern-
ment is taking out of wage earners’
paychecks and putting it into the pot
that says ‘“‘ObamaCare” and using that
money to redirect, to stand up the
ObamaCare program.

There’s a problem with that. There’s
a problem when there are mandates
that are made on our hospitals, on our
physicians that are paying them less.
There’s a problem when there is $819.3
billion of new taxes specifically embed-
ded in the ObamaCare legislation, the
law, $819.3 billion worth of new taxes
that are going to come out of the pay-
checks of workers and be put into the
ObamacCare pot to implement that law.

The impact is dramatic. Even though
the President has given 1,200 waivers
and special favors, even though he’s
chosen to make 19 delays of the pro-
gram for people and entities that have
gone to him and said, Hey, we would
like a delay or we would like a waiv-
er—the list goes on and on—it is indi-
viduals, like my constituents, who are
dealing with the full impact of this.

Here are a couple of the emails that
I have received:

Marsha, please stop ObamaCare from hap-
pening.

This is a small businessowner in one
of my cities:

It was great for me to have insurance
through the CoverTN program for small
business. It works great for me and others.
It’s affordable. There’s no way I can afford
ObamaCare. My insurance cost is going up
five times more than what I pay now. We
cannot afford this program.

A small business owner who went to
a check-cashing facility, got $400,
started a business, and now has five lo-
cations, 45 employees, wants to grow
this business, and cannot because with
a 40-hour workweek, 50 employees, it
would cause him to have to shutter the
doors of his five locations and do some-
thing different for his 45 employees.
That is the impact that this law is hav-
ing on a regular daily basis.

Another constituent with a child
with type 1 diabetes, they have utilized
their employer’s reimbursement ac-
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count, $5,000 that was there. Now that’s
going to be limited to $2,500. They are
looking at how unaffordable the Af-
fordable Care Act is going to be for
them.

The list goes on and on.

———————

GARRETT LEE SMITH MEMORIAL
ACT REAUTHORIZATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, my colleague, Dr. BILL CAS-
SIDY, a Republican from Louisiana, and
I, introduced a bipartisan bill, H.R.
2734, the Garrett Lee Smith Memorial
Reauthorization Act, on July 19 of this
year. This legislation would reauthor-
ize the Garrett Lee Smith Memorial
Act to help State and local govern-
ments and universities to continue to
provide and develop suicide prevention
programs. This current bill is budget
neutral and would revise and extend
provisions of the original act signed
into law by President George W. Bush
in 2004. It is named for former-Senator
Gordon Smith, Republican of Oregon’s
22-year-old son Garrett whose life was
ended in September of 2003.

Every year, over 38,000 Americans die
by suicide, and many more are treated
for self-inflicted injuries that result
from suicide attempts. As you may
know, suicide still remains the second
leading cause of death for our adoles-
cents and young adults between the
ages of 10 and 24, and results in 4,800
lives lost each year according to the
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention.

Also, the same agency reported that
youths in grades 9 through 12, in public
and private schools in the TUnited
States, found that 15 percent of stu-
dents reported seriously considering
suicide, 11 percent reported creating a
plan, and 7 percent reported trying to
take their own life. The 2010 American
College Health Association’s National
College Health Assessment II noted
that 45.6 percent of the students sur-
veyed reported feeling that things were
hopeless and 30 percent reported feeling
depressed.

The Garrett Lee Smith Memorial Act
Reauthorization grant program has as-
sisted 35 tribes, 45 States, and 85 insti-
tutions of higher education to develop
suicide prevention and intervention
programs, which are often the first line
of defense for those with this troubling
disease of mental illness concerns, who
are distraught and aren’t certain about
what to do.

Again, H.R. 2734 is budget neutral,
and I come to the floor to ask all of my
colleagues to cosponsor the Garrett
Lee Smith Memorial Act. We can dis-
agree on some things, but I don’t think
we need to disagree on this.

Please, sign up as a cosponsor.
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GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Indiana (Mr. STUTZMAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. STUTZMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
come to the floor today to share what
I believe is a lack of cooperation in
Washington, D.C.

I come from Indiana as a farmer who
served in the Indiana Legislature at
times where we had divided govern-
ment. My belief is that the only way
you’re going to solve a problem when
you have issues is to talk. When you
have one party who’s at the table and
is willing to discuss the problems that
we face and you have another party
who refuses to come to the table, we're
not going to get anything done.

The gentleman from New York asked
a little bit ago: Who is in charge in the
Republican conference, is the Speaker
of the House or the Tea Party faction?
I'1l tell you who I believe is in charge,
and that is our Speaker with the au-
thority from the American people who
elected each of us to come to Wash-
ington to represent them and to fight
for them and to fight against an over-
aggressive Federal Government, $17
trillion of debt, and to fight a health
care law that only intrudes more and
more on American lives.

As I think about history, we have
been in a government shutdown before.
Under those circumstances, we had
President Ronald Reagan, who was a
Republican, and we had Speaker of the
House Tip O’Neill. Speaker of the
House Tip O’Neill shut down govern-
ment seven different times during
President Reagan’s time in office, but
President Reagan didn’t just sit at the
White House and refuse to talk. He
didn’t go out traveling around the
country pointing the finger back at
Congress. He invited Tip O’Neill down
to the White House and sat down over
a cup of coffee and talked the problems
out. That’s what leadership does. Lead-
ership brings people to the table and
finds a way to get the problems re-
solved.
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Here in the Western Hemisphere, we
work—whether it’s in business, wheth-
er it’s in our family budgets, whether
it’s in our family problems, we try to
find a way for both sides to win be-
cause that’s how we’re going to walk
away from the table feeling like we
were successful and that we didn’t
break the principles that we believe in,
that we’re going to find a way to work
together and it’s going to be a win-win
for both parties.

But right now, we’re seeing that it’s
going to be a win-lose situation, where
President Obama and Senator HARRY
REID are going to say: We’re going to
win and Republicans are going to lose.
Because we have sent over four dif-
ferent compromises, four different pro-
posals to the Senate, and what does the
Senate do with them? They table them.
They put them on the table and say:
We’re not going to even negotiate.
We’re not even going to talk.
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Now, is that what Tip O’Neill did? Is
that what President Ronald Reagan
did? Even after seven times, the gov-
ernment was shut down because what
were they fighting over? Speaker Tip
O’Neill was actually fighting for the
Fairness Doctrine. It wasn’t over big-
ger government spending or more gov-
ernment spending or $17 trillion of debt
or a massive, much larger health care
program. It was over an ideology. So if
we can’t even come to the table to talk
about the problems that we face today,
Washington is going to continue to be
broken for a long time.

I hear the frustration from my col-
leagues about the furloughs, and I sym-
pathize with that because I have con-
stituents in the Third District of Indi-
ana who are furloughed. But at the
same time, there have been many
Americans who have been furloughed
without pay, who don’t have work be-
cause of the uncertainty that
ObamaCare has placed on this econ-
omy. And I believe that it’s time that
we stand up for the American people
rather than for the American Federal
Government and start looking out for
the people in this country and say:
We’re with you.

———

CIVILITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. MARINO) for 3% min-
utes.

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, I am cer-
tainly not going to be 3% minutes at
this point. I had some notes. But that’s
what I usually do when I get up with
notes, go away and I try to speak from
the heart.

I have been watching this, and it’s
very frustrating. And first let me say,
there’s no one who should go without
health insurance. I have a daughter
who has a disease for which there’s no
cure, none whatsoever. She will be
lucky to live to her late twenties. So
it’s critically important that there be a
method by which we can get some help
to pay for treatment, not only for her,
but for every child out there and every
human being.

But aside from that, I go to the gym
every morning at about 6:00, and I work
out with my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle and on my side of the
aisle. The camaraderie is extraor-
dinary. We joke with each other. We
help each other in the weight room. We
spot each other. We talk about our
families. We even talk about politics.
But it’s civil. And I would really like
to have the whole floor, as well as the
American people, see how we commu-
nicate with one another in that gym in
the morning.

But I am asking that every person be
civil. The Republicans have been called
Nazis, terrorists, people that don’t
want to take care of children and sen-
iors—and that’s wrong. We can have
ideals, we can have a belief, but we
need to be civil about it. And we need
to give an example and show an exam-
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ple to the American people that we’re
adults and that we can have different
views. And that’s what a democracy is
about. We don’t have to make it per-
sonal. We don’t have to aggrandize it
to get attention, to call names.

So I'm saying to my colleagues, I'm
reaching across. I have not been un-
civil. I will not do it. I will criticize my
colleagues if they do it. But let’s use
this moment to show the American
people that we can have a dialogue, we
can have arguments, but to keep it
civil; because when the dust is settled,
America is going to be better for it,
and the Congress is going to be much
better for it.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod less than 15 minutes.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 49
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Almighty God, we give You thanks
for giving us another day.

You have promised, O God, that You
are with us wherever we are and what-
ever we are doing, to heal and to help,
to give strength and make us whole.

We pray that we all, and the Mem-
bers of this assembly especially, will be
receptive to Your promises and receive
them with confidence and conviction
that, armed by Your Spirit, they will
be able to forge good solutions to the
current impasse which promote justice,
equity and truth.

Pardon us as we have missed the
mark to this point, and yet, we pray
that we will be faithful messengers of
Your word and steadfast stewards of all
Your gifts.

May all that is done today be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.
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Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

——

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Arkansas (Mr. WOMACK) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. WOMACK led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

WASHINGTON DEMOCRATS SHOULD
NEGOTIATE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, President John F. Kennedy
once said, ‘“‘Let us never negotiate out
of fear, but let us never fear to nego-
tiate.”

House Republicans are willing to ne-
gotiate. House Republicans have been
proactive in preventing a shutdown by
passing four different pieces of legisla-
tion that keep the government func-
tioning.

Unfortunately, the President and
Senate Democrats have slammed the
door and have refused to come to the
table and negotiate until—just an-
nounced—tonight.

This sentiment is shared outside of
Washington. Yesterday, I received a
letter from a constituent saying:

Refusing to come to the table, Obama and
Reid are counting on the media lapdogs to
blame Republicans. I understand that. Wash-
ington is putting incredible pressure on the
House to cave, but the American people feel
differently.

We are now on Day 2 of a government
shutdown. It’s past time for Wash-
ington Democrats to join House Repub-
licans and work together to find a solu-
tion.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

——

SCIENCE GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, the Republicans
have forced the government to shut
down, and it’s a disservice to the hard-
working professionals in the Federal
Government and to the American peo-
ple.
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Our Federal agencies have a long his-
tory of working hard on research and
education programs that return huge
payoffs to the American people, both in
economic growth and societal benefits.

Unfortunately, 97 percent of NASA
employees are being furloughed, and
all public NASA events and activities
will be ended.

The National Science Foundation
will make no payments for the dura-
tion of this shutdown.

The Department of Energy will fur-
lough nearly 7 percent of their employ-
ees, jeopardizing research done all over
our national laboratories.

Most research activities at the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology and the National Oceanic At-
mospheric Administration will be sus-
pended. Weather research and United
States Geological Survey studies will
also shut down.

As ranking member of the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology, I want to highlight that our
competitors in other countries surge
ahead in their R&D as we shut ours
down. We are closing the door to our
future.

KEEP OUR MEMORIALS OPEN

(Mr. WESTMORELAND asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I think the American people have got
to be wondering, from maybe seeing
some of the news reports today or yes-
terday, why we are closing some of
these open air attractions to the Amer-
ican people that are coming to Wash-
ington.

The World War II Memorial is open
every day, all day long, 24/7, 365. Now
it’s got barriers up. And because some
Members of our side of the aisle went
down there yesterday to allow some of
the same people that landed on the
beach of Normandy to go in and to see
their memorial, today they were back
putting up wire against those barriers.

If you go down Rock Creek Parkway,
where many people in D.C. come to ex-
ercise, to ride their bikes, to walk their
dogs, every mile or so there’s six or
seven parking spots where people can
park their car, get out, exercise, walk.
They’ve got barricades in front of
them.

Are we nuts?

They’ve got barricades where people
can’t even park to go ride.

This is amazing, and I hope that who-
ever has given these orders will come
forward and give the American people
reasons why they cannot enjoy things
open.

————

WE NEED A CLEAN CR TO GET
OUR GOVERNMENT BACK TO WORK

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker,
lawmakers should be the first to up-
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hold and respect the laws of our land,
and the Affordable Care Act is a very
important law for over 30 million peo-
ple in every one of our districts, for our
entire country.

There are almost 700 Federal employ-
ees in my small district. Traveling yes-
terday, it was hard to see the CBP and
TSA folks working as usual, not know-
ing if and when they’ll be paid.

My employees, like all congressional
employees, are under the same cloud
and the stress that comes with it.

Complaints began early about our
Virgin Islands park closures. This not
only affects NPS employees, but all of
our small businesses, from wedding
planners to shop and concession owners
to taxi drivers, the entire St. John
economy. And despite our ‘Open
Beach’ laws, the beaches in the park
are closed to Virgin Islanders.

In my district, already reeling from
the shutdown of our largest private
employer, the highest energy costs in
the country, and reduced government
revenues, this shutdown, if it continues
any longer, can be the final nail in our
economic coffin.

The negative impact of this shut-
down will only hurt more people and
hurt our national economy, if it con-
tinues.

The President and Democrats are
willing to negotiate, but we, and the
American people, say not like this. No
fake, piecemeal fixes. We must have a
clean CR now and get our entire gov-
ernment back to work.

THE MISSING ELEMENT:
COMPROMISE

(Mr. MCCLINTOCK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, at
the center of our government is a bi-
cameral legislative branch, two sepa-
rate houses specifically designed to
have a different perspective on issues.

Those two houses are supposed to dis-
agree, and yet, ultimately, they have
to pass the same legislation to the
President to get anything done.

Well, how does that happen?

It is because, once the House and the
Senate individually exercise their best
judgment, they are supposed to meet to
then resolve any differences. That is
the only possible way that our bi-
cameral system can function. Without
this mechanism, it’s doomed to grid-
lock.

And yet, the current leader of the
Senate, and those in his thrall, have re-
fused to do precisely that, to sit down
and resolve the differences between the
two houses through negotiation and
compromise. Their refusal to do so is
at the heart of this impasse that’s now
shut down the government.

It is time for HARRY REID to meet his
constitutional responsibility, or for the
Senate to find somebody who will.
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A GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN IS AN
ABANDONMENT OF CONGRESS’
DUTY

(Ms. SINEMA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, a govern-
ment shutdown is an abandonment of
Congress’ duty, and it’s irresponsible.
We must focus solely on creating a
commonsense solution that ends this
shutdown.

I believe Members of Congress need
to talk to and listen to one another,
even when we don’t agree. I listen to
my Republican colleagues and, while I
don’t agree with them all the time, I'm
open to hearing their ideas because
this country deserves a Congress that
finds commonsense solutions.

I voted, over the past week, to keep
the process moving forward, but the
process and Washington are clearly
broken. Nine months of cynical pos-
turing has led to this shutdown, which
is hurting hardworking Arizonans in
my district.

Mr. Speaker, there is no more time
for games or gimmicks. We have to
find a reasonable, bipartisan solution.
We cannot end this shutdown without
House Democrats and Republicans vot-
ing together.

Let’s get to work now.

———————

HISTORY IS MUCH DIFFERENT

(Mr. LABRADOR asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. LABRADOR. Mr. Speaker, over
the last few days we Kkeep hearing
about how Republicans are terrorists,
Republicans have guns to everybody’s
head. And it’s been, actually, really sad
to hear the other side talk about these
things.

At this point in Ronald Reagan’s sec-
ond term, for example, the government
had already shut down the government
six times, according to The Washington
Post and according to many other arti-
cles. And this happened under the lead-
ership of Democratic 1leader Tip
O’Neill, precisely the opposite of the
political dynamic that exists today.

Former O’Neill staffer and MSNBC
pundit Chris Matthews has written an
entire book extolling the era as a time
when politics actually worked. You can
probably guess how he feels today
about this.

But the problem is that, during Tip
O’Neill’s career, there were seven dif-
ferent shutdowns with the Democrats.
The final shutdown of O’Neill’s career,
according to Andrew Stiles of the Na-
tional Review, happened in October of
1986. House Democrats had picked a
fight with Reagan on a number of

issues, including labor, energy, and
welfare policy.
Today, Democrats insist that this

has never happened in history, and the
reality is that the history is much dif-
ferent.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

SHAMEFUL IDEOLOGICAL
TANTRUMS

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
it has been 2 days since an extreme few
in Congress put politics ahead of coun-
try and allowed a government shut-
down. It’s shameful that some will
allow ideological tantrums to take the
place of civility and a real legislative
agenda.

This partisan paralysis has put us on
pace to be the least productive Con-
gress in history. We voted nearly 50
times to repeal the Affordable Care
Act, even though it’s been upheld by
the highest court and reaffirmed by the
reelection of our President.

Yes, I said the reelection of our
President. Some of my colleagues still
seem to be having a hard time with the
fact that he won. It’s time to get over
it and move on because the most im-
portant issue for Americans is the
economy. And this Congress hasn’t
even come close to passing a jobs bill.

The individuals holding America hos-
tage with their political games claim
they’re doing so because they want
their voices to be heard.

Well, my constituents also want to
be heard. Their message is loud and
clear: End this irresponsible shutdown
and get back to the business of rebuild-
ing our economy, restoring the Amer-
ican Dream, and rehabilitating our rep-
utation with the American people.

Let’s act now and end this shutdown
today.

———

WE NEED A REASONABLE
PROPOSAL

(Mr. LANKFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. Speaker, I hear
from folks all the time—we need to
have a reasonable proposal to be able
to end this. Well, how about this for a
reasonable proposal.

There are lot of people that are con-
cerned about the penalties and the ef-
fects that are coming down on them in
the next year. People have reasonable
questions about how this is going to
happen.

Am I going to sign up right?

Am I going to have a problem?

So let’s do this. Let’s take, for the
first year, just take the penalties away
from individuals; that if you make a
mistake on filing of your ObamaCare,
or if you have real problems with it, for
the first year you won’t have to pay
those penalties. Just for the first year.

And then also, here’s something else
reasonable: How about Members of
Congress and the White House have to
live under the same rules that every
American does dealing with
ObamaCare?

Is that a reasonable proposal?

Well, that happens to be the proposal
that we have on the table right now—
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that if someone makes a mistake on
their filing of ObamaCare, or they
don’t want to do it this first year, they
won’t face penalties the first year.

Every Member of Congress and all of
the White House will have to be in the
exchanges, just like every other Amer-
ican that’s out there that’s required to
be in that. We think that’s a reason-
able proposal.

For my colleagues that support
ObamaCare, I am amazed they’re fight-
ing like crazy to not be in it.

At this point, we should meet face-
to-face. I was pleased to see the Presi-
dent say he wants to meet, was dis-
appointed to see he wants to meet to
say he won’t negotiate.

Let’s meet face-to-face and solve
this.

———
0 1215

NO NEW PATIENTS, NO NEW
CLINICAL TRIALS

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, instead
of waging a war on cancer, the Repub-
lican Tea Party is waging a war on
cancer patients.

The Tea Party shutdown will deny
200 patients a week—30 of them kids—
treatment at the largest research hos-
pital in the world, the National Insti-
tutes of Health. These are often last-
chance cancer treatments that offer
the only hope for kids who are stuck
with cancer.

And why did the Tea Party shut
down the government? Because they
oppose the Affordable Care Act. This is
a law that says that never again can
insurance companies deny coverage for
a family with a kid who is stuck with
cancer. Under the Affordable Care Act,
no family will go bankrupt because of
cancer. And this is the bill the Tea
Party is so furious about.

What’s more, the Tea Party budgets
have decimated cancer research. NIH
used to fund 33 percent of applications
for promising research; today, it’s 16
percent. The shutdown is stopping can-
cer research at Roswell Park and
across the country.

I hear we may take another fake vote
tonight to restore funding to the Na-
tional Institutes of Health. This is dis-
gusting. This bill will continue the se-
quester assault on cancer research.

I would remind my colleagues that
for families and kids fighting cancer,
the only failure in cancer research is
when you are forced to quit because of
a Tea Party Federal Government shut-
down.

——————

TIME FOR SENATE TO EMBRACE
#FAIRNESSFORALL, TIME TO RE-
OPEN GOVERNMENT

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, 10
months ago, I came to Washington,
D.C., as the new employee of 705,000
people in western Pennsylvania.

Before I came to Washington, I heard
about inside deals that happened in
this town. I saw some of these deals
when President Obama cut special
breaks for Big Business and Senators
and Representatives. What the Presi-
dent left out was a break for the Amer-
ican people.

It’s just not fair. It’s an outrage.

Western Pennsylvanians are right
frustrated with Washington, D.C. It
seems that HARRY REID and the Senate
are intent on keeping the government
shut down so they can protect the spe-
cial breaks they cut for themselves and
for their friends and allies.

Mr. Speaker, I'm here to deliver a
message from my constituents to the
Senate: no special deals. If Big Busi-
ness and President Obama’s friends get
a break from the health care law, then
so should individuals and families in
western Pennsylvania and around the
Nation.

It’s time for the Senate to embrace
fairness for all. It’s time to reopen the
government.

————

OPENING DAY FOR THE AFFORD-
ABLE CARE ACT IN CON-
NECTICUT

(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday was opening day for the Afford-
able Care Act in the State of Con-
necticut. Despite the hysterical pre-
dictions on the other side, where you
would have thought the Four Horse-
men of the Apocalypse would be riding
through the streets of New London,
Norwich, and Hartford, instead, the
headlines this morning were:

Enrollment better than expected on ex-
change’s first day.

Forty-five thousand people contacted
the Connecticut exchange. Hundreds
enrolled. They didn’t wait until Janu-
ary to begin the process of getting
health coverage.

One of them was a lady named Elly
Banos, 48 years old, who said she’s been
without coverage for a year and half
due to a layoff. She’s been holding her
breath and ‘‘thanking God every day
that I don’t get sick or get into a car
accident.”” She was excited to learn
that she could get good individual cov-
erage for a month or qualify for the ex-
panded Medicaid coverage.

Another, Babz Ivy, said that she has
gone to bed ‘“‘with a prayer on my lips,
asking God to keep me healthy and in
no need of medical attention.”

“Today was amazing,” Ivy said. ‘I
felt so empowered and in control of my
health.”

The fact of the matter is these are
the targets of the shutdown effort. It’s
not President Obama or Democrats in
Congress. It’s people like Elly Banos
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and Babz Ivy that we need to protect
by keeping this government open and
allowing people to get access to health
care for the first time in American his-
tory.

———
TIME TO TALK

(Mr. MESSER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, President
Obama is willing to negotiate with
Syria’s dictator. The President made a
phone call last week to open negotia-
tions with Iran’s new leader. But yes-
terday, the President held a press con-
ference in the Rose Garden to talk
about why he’s not willing to talk to
House Republicans about ending this
shutdown.

The President should follow Presi-
dent Kennedy’s example. President
Kennedy famously said:

We should never negotiate out of fear, but
we should never fear to negotiate.

If we talk, we can surely find a solu-
tion that reopens the Federal Govern-
ment and protects the American people
from ObamaCare; but we need the
President and our Democratic col-
leagues at the negotiating table.

———
PASS A CLEAN FUNDING BILL

(Ms. TSONGAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, the Fed-
eral Government is shut down today
for one reason: we in the House have
been denied any chance of voting on
the clean funding bill passed by the
Senate.

Four times now, House leaders have
demanded that we dismantle a demo-
cratically enacted and Supreme Court-
upheld law as their ransom, but not
once have they allowed us to vote on
the Senate’s bill.

This recklessness has real con-
sequences. At military installations in
my home State of Massachusetts, thou-
sands of civilian employees who sup-
port our Nation’s servicemembers have
already weathered furloughs. Now they
and their families are being punished
yet again.

The path forward is clear: vote on the
Senate-passed CR and send it to the
President today, put the government
back to work, negotiate on a long-term
budget, and work together to fine-tune
the Affordable Care Act. With yester-
day’s opening of the exchanges, we saw
the tremendous need and response.

I urge the Speaker to do the respon-
sible thing: bring us a vote on a clean
funding bill.

————
DEMAND FAIRNESS

(Mrs. WAGNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, mo-
ments ago, I joined veterans from all
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over Missouri’s Show Me State at the
sacred grounds of our Nation’s World
War II Memorial. This memorial is a
monument to the spirit and sacrifice of
our veterans, and yet HARRY REID and
the President decided to slam the door
on the American people and block the
House from providing benefits to our
Nation’s heroes and Kkeeping our na-
tional treasures open.

Time and time again, the House has
voted to keep the government open and
provide fairness for all Americans—
fairness from an administration that
believes they can pick and choose
which laws to enforce, while subjecting
the American people to the heavy bur-
dens of ObamaCare; fairness from a
President who thinks ObamaCare
doesn’t apply to Members of Congress
or the White House.

As a result of partisan bickering and
gridlock, I have waived my salary for
the duration of the government shut-
down because Congress didn’t get the
job done. Those who make the laws
should live by the laws, and I will con-
tinue to fight for the people of Mis-
souri’s Second District.

————

FAIRNESS IS NOT SHUTTING
DOWN THE GOVERNMENT

(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, so often
we hear our colleagues saying, We
come here to Congress to protect and
to represent the American people.
Well, the American people have spo-
ken. They have asked us to open the
doors of government, not shut them.

Mr. Speaker, I say to you that we
cannot let you have a few of your Re-
publican Members hold the government
hostage because they dislike this Presi-
dent or they dislike the Affordable
Care Act.

We cannot piecemeal this funding
cycle, because fairness is not letting
children starve. Eleven States will not
be able to have grants for Head Start.
The NIH has announced that they are
not going to be able to have clinical
trials for hundreds of patients. Thirty
of those cancer patients are children.

Fairness is not starving small busi-
nesses. Fairness is not piecemealing it.
It’s like having a large family and ask-
ing the parents to pick three children
to feed and let the others starve before
their eyes.

We are starving America, we are
starving government. And I say to my
Republican colleagues, fairness is not
shutting down the government.

ANTI-GOP VANDALISM

(Mr. WILLIAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, the
26th District of Texas is home to the
Texas State Capitol, the University of
Texas, the Comanche Peak nuclear
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plant, the Barnett shale, the dairy
farms in great Texas, and the largest
military installation in the country,
Fort Hood, Texas.

It’s a shame that the level of dis-
course in our Nation has come to this—
that my district office in Cleburne,
Texas, would be the victim of hateful
anti-Republican vandalism by anony-
mous individuals.

House Republicans have been called
extortionists, terrorists, drunks, kid-
nappers, anarchists, and the list goes
on.

I understand that this government
shutdown has caused uncertainty and
tension for hundreds of thousands of
Americans, but this type of behavior
cannot and will not be tolerated.

We are the United States of America,
and it’s time for the Senate, the White
House and the House to come to the ne-
gotiating table, unite and figure out
this problem we have for all Ameri-
cans. The sooner the better.

In God we trust.

——————

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, we’re
now in our 37th hour of the House Re-
publican shutdown; 800,000 Federal em-
ployees have been furloughed from
their jobs; 800,000 Americans don’t
know how they’ll be able to pay their
bills and provide for their families be-
cause Speaker BOEHNER refuses to
stand up to the extremists in his own
party.

I keep hearing people say the Speak-
er is just doing what he has to do be-
cause of the Tea Party, but the fact is
that a real leader wouldn’t jeopardize
the jobs and livelihoods of 800,000
Americans to save his own.

That’s what this is all about. This is
about one man standing in the way of
ending the shutdown.

It’s time for Speaker BOEHNER to find
the courage to end the Republican cru-
sade against health care reform and
Federal workers by bringing a clean
funding bill to the floor, which will
pass with bipartisan support, and dem-
onstrate to the American people we
can work together to get things done.

It’s time for the Speaker to do what’s
right for our country: reopen the gov-
ernment and be the Speaker of the
United States House of Representa-
tives, not simply the Speaker of the
Republican Party.

————

VETERANS

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, right now
we have wounded warriors and veterans
needing medical care, wondering
whether they will receive all the care
they’re entitled to. These are men and
women who have suffered for our Na-
tion to keep us free and safe.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

It is a shame that last night we could
not agree to fully fund operations for
Veterans Affairs. The House passed a
full Veterans appropriations bill in
June, with a vote of 421-4. That bill was
never taken up in the Senate.

If we cannot have our conferees nego-
tiate on a full bill to open back up the
government, we will act to protect the
must vulnerable.

Today, we will again consider this
bill. T hope that the dozens of my
Democratic colleagues who supported
this sensible measure last night will
continue to stand with us. We have to
make sure that we are serving those
who served us on the field of battle.
Wounded warriors should not be used
as pawns in this political bickering.

———————

BIPARTISAN APPROACH TO
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Ms. BROWNLEY of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr.
Speaker, instead of working with
Democrats and Republicans to find a
bipartisan budget solution, Monday
night the Speaker made the reckless
and irresponsible decision to shut down
the government. This did not have to
happen.

There is bipartisan support in the
House for the Senate-passed legisla-
tion. Let’s come together and solve
this crisis now. Every moment we wait,
it hurts small businesses trying to
apply for startup loans; it hurts our
veterans applying for pension, dis-
ability, education, and job training
benefits; and it could send our very
fragile economy back into a recession.

I came to Congress to create jobs, to
grow our economy, and to move my
county, Ventura County, and my coun-
try forward.

The Speaker must allow the House to
simply vote on the responsible Senate-
passed plan to get the government
working again for the American people.

0 1230
GOVERNMENT CAN OPEN TODAY

(Mr. TIPTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, better
than a day ago this House acted in a bi-
partisan manner to be able to fund gov-
ernment, to make sure that Members
of Congress have to abide by the same
laws that they pass, to make sure that
individuals, just like big businesses,
are going to be treated fairly under the
Affordable Care Act, and to fully fund
government. This passed with bipar-
tisan support out of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

The offer is there. Government can
open today. Senator REID just needs to
pick up the phone and answer the call
to make sure that we’re working to-
gether in that bipartisan fashion, as we
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demonstrated in the House of Rep-
resentatives, to work for the American
people.

Government can open today. Senator
REID just needs to pick up the phone
and listen to the voice of the House of
Representatives. Let’s make sure that
the laws that we pass apply to Congress
and that all Americans are treated
fairly.

——
THE TEA PARTY IS WORRIED

(Mr. CARTWRIGHT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, so
the Tea Party has successfully shut
down the operations of the Federal
Government. And why have they done
it? Well, they’ve done it because
they’re worried:

They’re worried about the danger
that the Affordable Care Act is going
to work and people are going to like it;

They’re worried about the danger
that people with preexisting conditions
are going to be covered;

They’re worried about the danger
that women are going to qualify for
preventative health care services;

They’re worried about the danger
that children living at home up to age
26 are going to be covered under their
parents’ insurance policies;

They’re worried about the danger
that seniors are going to save money
on their prescription drugs as the
Medicare part D doughnut hole closes.

What they’re worried about is that
the Affordable Care Act is going to
work and people are going to like it.

Mr. Speaker, the Tea Party thinks
these things are dangerous, so they
shut down the government. But with
all respect, I say to you, it is the Tea
Party—it is the Tea Party, itself. They
are the danger.

——

THE HOUSE WILL CONTINUE TO
LEAD TO FIX PROBLEMS

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, last night 1
voted to stop shutdown policies that
are delaying veteran benefit applica-
tions and shuttering national parks
and memorials. But those measures
failed to pass because the President
threatened a veto and more than 160
Democrats voted to stop them. That
dumbfounds me.

Days ago, the President signed simi-
lar legislation to protect pay for Active
Duty military members throughout
any shutdown, why not now?

Surprise. Republicans and Democrats
have ©policy differences, but we
shouldn’t differ here. Correcting prob-
lems for veterans, military families,
the National Institutes of Health, and
visitors to national parks—including
the World War II Memorial and North
Carolina’s Blue Ridge Parkway—is
common sense and provides common
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ground for Democrats and Republicans
to make some progress toward solving
this shutdown.

The President’s and Senate’s refusal
to work with us to reopen the govern-
ment has consequences well beyond
Washington. If they won’t contribute
to a bipartisan solution to stop the
pain, we’ll continue to take the lead to
fix problems for the American people.

———

GOP SHUTDOWN

(Ms. McCOLLUM asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, well,
here we are, the day my Republican
colleagues have warned about for
years, the day after ObamaCare. So
what happened? Did the sky fall? Did
insurance markets crash? No, of course
not. Instead, health care marketplaces
across the Nation went live. Millions of
Americans logged on to learn about af-
fordable health care plans. They gath-
ered information to make decisions
about what plan best meets their
health care needs.

Yes, some glitches need to be fixed,
and we knew that would happen, but
yesterday was not the end of the world.
It was the beginning. It was the first
step.

The Tea Party, 46 times they at-
tempted to shut down the Affordable
Care Act. They stopped no one from
being able to make good decisions on
health care plans.

So I urge my colleagues, common-
sense Republicans and Democrats can
still come together to stop this reck-
less GOP—the Grand Ole Party—from
shutting down our government. Let’s
pass a clean CR.

——————

FORT BRAGG SUFFERING DUE TO
PRESIDENT’S INACTION ON LAW

(Mrs. ELLMERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. ELLMERS. Mr. Speaker, I have
the distinct honor and privilege to rep-
resent Fort Bragg in my district; and I
found out yesterday evening that, de-
spite passing funding to keep our mili-
tary paid and to keep our military ci-
vilians paid, there have been over 7,000
Fort Bragg civilian employees fur-
loughed. Now, I find this very inter-
esting there again because the Presi-
dent signed this very bill into law Mon-
day, and here we have a situation
where I have needless—needless—suf-
fering happening in my district.

I have a letter from Chairman BUCK
MCKEON, chairman of the House Armed
Services Committee, to the Depart-
ment of Defense on clarification of
this, that I would like to read:
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The text does not limit the provision of
pay to civilians who were previously cat-
egorized by the administration as ‘‘ex-
cepted” or ‘‘essential’’ for the purposes of
Department of Defense operations in the
event of a government shutdown.

We passed H.R. 3210, the Pay Our
Military Act, sponsored by my col-
league from Colorado (Mr. COFFMAN).

————

MAJORITY CR AND WOMEN’S
HEALTH

(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, not only has the majority chosen to
shut down vital government functions
that all Americans depend on, but they
have specifically and unabashedly tar-
geted women.

Some of my colleagues are willing to
gamble with the livelihoods of millions
of public servants simply to ensure
that women do not have access to af-
fordable contraception and preventa-
tive health care. They are willing to
sabotage our government to prevent
prenatal checkups and cancer
screenings. They would risk our eco-
nomic recovery to make sure that
women will pay more for health care
than men.

The government shutdown has al-
ready taken a toll on women and chil-
dren by slashing funding for vital nu-
tritional and clinical services. We can-
not allow this shutdown to be used to
strip away all of the gains the ACA
made for women’s health. Do they real-
ly want pregnancy to be a preexisting
condition again? And are they willing
to shut the place down to stop women
from being able to pay for health care?

Enough, Mr. Speaker. Bring on a
clean funding bill, open the govern-
ment, and let it pass for all of our
sakes.

———

REPUBLICAN MAJORITY HAS ABDI-
CATED THEIR RESPONSIBILITY

(Ms. VELAZQUEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, the
Republican majority has abdicated
their responsibility. Make no mistake:
a small faction of the Republican Party
is holding our economy hostage to get
their way.

Just 36 hours into this shutdown and
the American people are already feel-
ing the consequences. Hundreds of
thousands of Federal workers across
the country are being furloughed with-
out pay. Soon, women who rely on WIC
will begin losing benefits. Our national
parks are closed. Important biomedical
research and environmental work is
being delayed.

Make no mistake: this could all end
today. If leadership would allow a sim-
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ple up-or-down vote on the Senate-
passed CR, this would all be over.

But this has never been about budg-
eting. This is about a single-minded ob-
session with repealing a law Congress
passed, the Supreme Court upheld, and
that was reaffirmed by the American
people in the last Presidential election.

That fight is over. Even with the gov-
ernment closed yesterday, health ex-
changes were open and uninsured
Americans began purchasing coverage.

———

PASS SENATE CR TODAY

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, the path to ending
this shutdown right now is clear: bring
up the clean Senate-passed CR for a
vote. That would end this manufac-
tured, self-inflicted crisis immediately.

These piecemeal attempts at deflec-
tion offered by my friends on the other
side of the aisle are wretched govern-
ance.

Compromise is built into our Con-
stitution, and the Senate-passed CR is
itself a compromise. It accepts the an-
nual spending level of $986 billion,
roughly $70 billion less than what the
Senate endorsed in its budget plan ear-
lier this year.

Again, this manufactured crisis could
end right now by voting on the clean
Senate continuing resolution today.

According to Moody’s, a shutdown
that lasts even 3 or 4 days will cost the
economy approximately 0.2 percentage
points of the annual GDP growth in the
fourth quarter. And the consequences
only get worse, as the shutdown con-
tinues, on our economy. This com-
pletely avoidable contraction is the op-
posite of policies we need to create jobs
and strengthen and grow our economy.

We need to pass a clean CR today.

———————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WOMACK). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of
rule I, the Chair declares the House in
recess subject to the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 40
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. YODER) at 1 o’clock and
40 minutes p.m.
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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.J. RES. 70, NATIONAL PARK
SERVICE OPERATIONS, SMITHSO-
NIAN INSTITUTION, NATIONAL
GALLERY OF ART, AND UNITED
STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL
MUSEUM CONTINUING APPRO-
PRIATIONS RESOLUTION, 2014;
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.J. RES. 71, DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA CONTINUING APPRO-
PRIATIONS RESOLUTION, 2014;
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.J. RES. 72, VETERANS BEN-
EFITS CONTINUING APPROPRIA-
TIONS RESOLUTION, 2014; PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.J. RES. 73, NATIONAL INSTI-
TUTES OF HEALTH CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS RESOLUTION,
2014; PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 3230, PAY OUR
GUARD AND RESERVE ACT; AND
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF MOTIONS TO SUSPEND THE
RULES

Mr. WOODALL, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 113-241) on the resolution (H.
Res. 370) providing for consideration of
the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 70) mak-
ing continuing appropriations for Na-
tional Park Service operations, the
Smithsonian Institution, the National
Gallery of Art, and the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum for fiscal
year 2014, and for other purposes; pro-
viding for consideration of the joint
resolution (H.J. Res. 71) making con-
tinuing appropriations of local funds of
the District of Columbia for fiscal year
2014; providing for consideration of the
joint resolution (H.J. Res. 72) making
continuing appropriations for veterans
benefits for fiscal year 2014, and for
other purposes; providing for consider-
ation of the joint resolution (H.J. Res.
73) making continuing appropriations
for the National Institutes of Health
for fiscal year 2014, and for other pur-
poses; providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 3230) making continuing
appropriations during a Government
shutdown to provide pay and allow-
ances to members of the reserve com-
ponents of the Armed Forces who per-
form inactive-duty training during
such period; and providing for consider-
ation of motions to suspend the rules,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H. RES. 370, NATIONAL PARK
SERVICE OPERATIONS, SMITHSO-
NIAN INSTITUTION, NATIONAL
GALLERY OF ART, AND UNITED
STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL
MUSEUM CONTINUING APPRO-
PRIATIONS RESOLUTION, 2014;
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.J. RES. 71, DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA CONTINUING APPRO-
PRIATIONS RESOLUTION, 2014;
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.J. RES. 72, VETERANS BEN-
EFITS CONTINUING APPROPRIA-
TIONS RESOLUTION, 2014; PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.J. RES. 73, NATIONAL INSTI-
TUTES OF HEALTH CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS RESOLUTION,
2014, PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 3230, PAY OUR
GUARD AND RESERVE ACT; AND
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF MOTIONS TO SUSPEND THE
RULES

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 370 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

Providing for Consideration of the Joint
Resolution (H.J. Res. 70) Making Continuing
Appropriations for National Park Service
Operations, the Smithsonian Institution, the
National Gallery of Art, and the United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum for Fis-
cal Year 2014, and for Other Purposes; Pro-
viding for Consideration of the Joint Resolu-
tion (H.J. Res. 71) Making Continuing Appro-
priations of Local Funds of the District of
Columbia for Fiscal Year 2014; providing for
Consideration of the Joint Resolution (H.J.
Res. 72) Making Continuing Appropriations
for Veterans Benefits for Fiscal Year 2014,
and for Other Purposes; Providing for Con-
sideration of the Joint Resolution (H.J. Res.
73) Making Continuing Appropriations for
the National Institutes of Health for Fiscal
Year 2014, and for Other Purposes; Providing
for Consideration of the Bill (H.R. 3230) Mak-
ing Continuing Appropriations During a Gov-
ernment Shutdown To Provide Pay and Al-
lowances to Members of the Reserve Compo-
nents of the Armed Forces Who Perform In-
active-Duty Training During Such Period;
and Providing for Consideration of Motions
To Suspend the Rules

October 2, 2013.—Referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed

Mr. Woodall, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted the following report
[to accompany H. Res. 370.]

The Committee on Rules, having had under
consideration House Resolution 370, by a
record vote of 9 to 3, report the same to the
House with the recommendation that the
resolution be adopted.

SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS OF THE RESOLUTION

The resolution provides closed rules for
H.J. Res. 70, H.J. Res. 71, H.J. Res. 72, H.J.
Res. 73, and H.R. 3230. The resolution pro-
vides 30 minutes of debate on each measure
equally divided and controlled by the chair
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations. The resolution
waives all points of order against consider-
ation of each measure and provides that each
measure shall be considered as read. The res-
olution waives all points of order against
provisions in each measure. The resolution
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provides one motion to recommit each meas-
ure.

Section 4 of the resolution provides that it
shall be in order at any time through the
calendar day of October 6, 2013, for the
Speaker to entertain motions that the House
suspend the rules and that the Speaker or his
designee shall consult with the Minority
Leader or her designee on the designation of
any matter for consideration pursuant to
this section.

EXPLANATION OF WAIVERS

The waiver of all points of order against
consideration of H.J. Res. 70, H.J. Res. 71,
H.J. Res. 72, H.J. Res. 73, and H.R. 3230 in-
cludes a waiver of clause 11 of rule XXI, pro-
hibiting the consideration of a bill or joint
resolution which has not been reported by a
committee until the third calendar day (ex-
cluding Saturdays, Sundays, or legal holi-
days except when the House is in session on
such a day) on which such measure has been
available to Members, Delegates, and the
Resident Commissioner.

The waiver of all points of order against
consideration of H.J. Res. 73 and H.R. 3230
also includes a waiver of Clause 9(a)(2) of
rule XXI, which prohibits consideration of a
bill or joint resolution not reported by a
committee, unless the chair of each com-
mittee of initial referral has caused a list of
congressional earmarks, limited tax bene-
fits, and limited tariff benefits in the bill or
a statement that the proposition contains no
congressional earmarks, limited tax bene-
fits, or limited tariff benefits to be printed in
the Congressional Record prior to its consid-
eration. However, it is important to note
that the chair of the Committee on Appro-
priations submitted an earmark statement
to the House on October 2, 2013 for printing
in the Congressional Record. The statement
affirms that the 